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www.ingramspark.com

It’s your content. We just 
help you do more with it.
• Stunning print books and 

ebooks from one platform

• Distribution to 39,000+ retailers 
and libraries worldwide and 
20+ major online retailers

• Publisher education through 
online courses, a podcast, and 
weekly blogs

Publish Like a Pro
with

Exclusive Offer for ALLi Members
Receive FREE title setup and FREE revisions

when you use promo code SPARKALLI
at the time of setup or when requesting a revision



3

Welcome

Welcome to the 2019 edition of our self-
publishing services directory, a compilation of 
services offered by Partner Members of the 
Alliance of Independent Authors (ALLi). 

ALLi’s mission is self-publishing with 
ethics and excellence and this directory, 
and ALLi’s Partner Membership, is an 
important component of our work. It’s 
how our organization offers our author 
members, and other indie-minded authors, 
a trustworthy guide to the global self-
publishing services sector.

Each service listed here has been vetted 
by our Watchdog team, and has signed 
up to ALLi’s code of standards. We have 
also included a range of articles from our 
Self-Publishing Advice Centre and blog. 
Our aim in this directory is to connect indie 
authors to some of the best author services 
available, today.

If you’re an author, we hope you’ll use it often, 
to find the perfect service for your particular 
project at each stage of its development.

Like all ALLi publishing information, the 
Directory is arranged across the seven stages 
of the writing and publishing process: writing, 
editorial, design, production, distribution, 
marketing and promotion.

We also have a section for those 
companies that offer a multitude, 
or the full suite, of services.  

Behind the directory is a great deal of author 
community feedback and teamwork: from 
our members, of course, and author activists 
including David Gaughran, Jim Giammatteo, 
Mick Rooney and Victoria Strauss and others.

All the information we receive about services 
is overseen by Resources Director, Philip 
Lynch, and the Services Watchdog Desk, 
headed up by John Doppler, whose long 
activist experience, sound evaluation skills 
and savvy reasoning are such an invaluable 
asset to the author community.

Thanks are also due to designer Jane 
Dixon-Smith; to Simona Zanfir, assistant to 
Philip Lynch; and to Debbie Young, ALLi’s 
Commissioning Editor, who chose the articles 
here from the hundreds of posts published in 
ALLi’s daily Self-Publishing Advice Blog.

Authors, we hope you find the Directory 
useful and we’d love to hear your feedback 
and suggestions for improvement. And also 
your feedback about any services you’ve 
used, good or bad or anything in between. 

If you need help in knowing which service 
is right for you, check out our guide to 
Choosing the Self-Publishing Service. And if 
you’re an author, or an author service, and 
not yet a member of our alliance, is it time 
you joined us?

ORNA ROSS
DIRECTOR
ALLIANCE OF INDEPENDENT AUTHORS

WELCOME!
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Find out more about the Alliance of Independent Authors at http://allianceindependentauthors.org
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PARTNER MEMBER CODE
A MEASURE OF QUALITY 
Explaining the ALLi Partner Member Code
ALLi’s mission is to foster excellence of ethics and self-
publishing.Each service provider listed in this directory is 
vetted by our Watchdog team in accordance with ALLi’s 
code of standards.

We take every care to ensure our author members access 
services that agree and comply with the code. Partner 
members who become ALLi Partner Members agree to 
the following: 

• Integrity 
We recognise that Partner Membership of ALLi means 
our primary aim is to be of service to the writing and 
reading community. To that end, we follow through on all 
promised services and fully honour all advertisements 
and publication agreement terms. We never spam, 
oversell or harass authors to buy  
our services. 

• Value 
We add value to each publication commensurate with 
the fee charged, relieving authors of key publishing 
tasks, enhancing readability, design  
or discoverability. 

• Clarity 
We make it clear what we can and cannot do for the 
self-publishing writer — and how our service compares 
to others. 

• Partnership 
We involve authors in planning and decision-making for 
key aspects of the publication process, from titles and 
cover design to sales and marketing strategies. 

• Service 
We are accountable for our work.  
We keep authors informed each step of the way and 
provide good customer service and follow-up. 

• Communication 
We provide helpful and timely information to authors 
at all stages of publication, and beyond, and facilitate 
authors to get access to any necessary ancillary 
information. 

• Community 
We have a long-term commitment to author-publishing 
and support the empowerment of self-publishing 
authors and where possible give back to the indie author 
community.

• Terms and Conditions 
Our terms and conditions of service are clear and 
unambiguous, explaining the full range of our services, 
and highlighting any unincluded service which a client 
might reasonably expect to be included.

• Transparency 
Terms, including pricing, are accurate, complete and 
transparent to all. We develop trust, loyalty and put our 
customers at ease by presenting pricing and other terms 
in a clear and easy-to-understand format on our website. 
Pricing is displayed as a total cost, fixed fee, cost per 
unit, or unambiguous price range. Where this is not 
possible, and quotation pricing is necessary, our website 
shows indicative example pricing, where necessary 
referencing a relevant professional organization. 

• Complaints 
Our customer complaints policy reassures customers 
that we value their feedback, are committed to resolving 
their issues fairly and promptly, and are committed to 
continuous improvement. We: 

1) explain how customers can make a formal complaint 

2) identify the steps taken to discuss, address and 
resolve complaints and indicate solutions offered

• Continuous improvement 
We recognize that we work in a fast-changing industry 
and commit to keeping up to date with new trends and 
technologies, particularly those that are beneficial to 
authors. We incorporate such benefits into our programs 
or inform authors about their availability.



WRITING SERVICES
Includes:  

Writing Tools 
Author Support and Advocacy 

Creative Guidance



6

AUTHOR ACCELERATOR
Services Provided: Support, Collaboration

We work with authors brainstorming and plotting 
their books, give editorial feedback during the 
rough draft stage and subsequent revisions, 
and then help with the development of a plan to 
pitch to agents and publishers.

Author Accelerator gives writers professional 
and consistent feedback, unwavering support, 
and a clear path to get you from idea to rough 
draft. Along the way, we shut down doubt and 
boost confidence – so you actually finish the 
book and can be proud of what you’ve written.

http://authoraccelerator.com
Accelerate@authoraccelerator.com

Author-ity Authors
Services Provided: 1:1 coaching, project 
management, editing, design, Amazon help

There is no guesswork when you work with 
highly focused and ‘hands on’, publishing coach 
Dixie Carlton and her exceptional team of 
editors and designers. From starting/planning 
your NF manuscript to finished uploads onto 
Amazon and preparing print ready files. Limited 
clients worked with in order to ensure best 
results for individuals. Specifically suited to 
thought leaders, game changers, pro-speakers 
wanting to increase their global or industry 
profiles.

www.AuthorityAuthors.com.au

Ellie Stevenson, Editorial Services 
and Coaching
Services Provided: manuscript evaluation/
development, editing and proofreading (free 
sample edit), coaching

Want to make your book the best? I can 
help. 45-minute consultations available, e.g. 
marketing, self-publishing. ALLi/SoA members: 
10% discount.

‘I certainly got value for money. Ellie helped 
me see my manuscript in a new light with her 
inspired suggestion for a revised starting point, 
as a result of which I reduced my word count 
and tackled other issues. I wish I’d done it 
sooner!’ T. Kemp.

https://elliestevenson.wordpress.com/
coaching-and-workshops-for-writers/
coaching@elliestevenson.co.uk

English-Spanish Language Expertise
Services Provided: English-Spanish 
translation, Spanish proofreading

José Ramón Torres, the man behind ESLE, 
is a UK-based English-Spanish translator, 
proofreader and writer offering his services 
to fellow indie authors. Over 20 years of 
experience translating from American and 
British English into both European and “Latin 
American” Spanish. Proofreader for renown 
Spanish newspaper and top localisation firms.

www.eslanguagexpertise.com
info@eslanguagexpertise.com

Fiction Feedback 
Services Provided: We provide useful, 
comprehensive appraisals to help make your 
writing as good as it can be. Many writers 
choose to have two critiques or more – each 
critique is independently written by one of our 
reviewers.

http://www.fictionfeedback.co.uk/ 
info@fictionfeedback.co.uk

TAKE YOUR WRITING 
TO THE NEXT LEVEL

profwritingacademy.com/fiction

Flexible online courses for busy 
people, delivered by experts

LEARN MORE

Writing Services
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Writing Services
Mark Dawson’s Self  
Publishing Formula 
Services Provided: From the flagship 
Advertising for Authors to the foundational Self 
Publishing 101, these premium courses are 
produced to an exacting standard and have 
been taken by thousands of authors at all 
stages of their careers. Worldwide bestsellers 
have had their careers kick- started with the 
knowledge that they have learned – and I’d love 
to teach you, too.

https://selfpublishingformula.com/ 
support@selfpublishingformula.com

Moraine’s Edge Books
Services Provided: Writing, Manuscript 
Critique, Instructional and Developmental 
Editing, Line Editing, Copy Editing, 
Proofreading, Original Cover Art and Illustration, 
Cover Design

With wide-ranging experience in writing, 
editing, and teaching writing for over three 
decades, author Cindy Rinaman Marsch offers 
author services at all levels of the publishing 
enterprise, including Betsy Marsch’s original 
artwork and design to enhance a completed 
book. We can help your book become its best. 
ALLi members enjoy a 10% discount.

www.morainesedgebooks.com  
info@morainesedgebooks.com

 
Professional Writing Academy
Services Provided: Online courses, 
mentoring, editing, genre, fiction skills for 
novelists

Need help to finesse your writing, stress-
test your ideas or edit your work?

Our masters-level courses are taught 
by expert tutors in the world’s first 
online classroom developed exclusively 
for teaching writing. The small-group 
experience is personal and supportive, yet 
rigorous and challenging.

We collaborate with the best in the 
industry, including Cornerstones Literary 
Consultancy and John Yorke Story. 

‘Changed my approach to writing and 
moved me on.’

profwritingacademy.com/fiction  
info@profwritingacademy.com

ProWritingAid 
Services Provided: ProWritingAid is a 
grammar guru, style editor, and writing mentor 
in one package. Whatever your level of writing, 
ProWritingAid will help you achieve new heights. 
Exceptional writing depends on much more than 
just correct grammar.  ProWritingAid highlights 
style issues and compares your writing to the 
best writers in your genre and  helps you find 
the best way to express your ideas.  

https://prowritingaid.com/  
https://prowritingaid.com/en/Home/Contact

WomanSafeHealth HerStory
Services Provided: Feminist Publishing, 
including writing assistance, coaching, editing, 
and coordination of design, formatting, 
marketing materials, copyright and other author 
support services.

www.womansafehealthherstory.com 
books@womansafehealthherstory.com

Woven Red Author Services
Services Provided: Online courses                                                                                                                         
Our definitive online course is the perfect 
complement to creative writing. It will save you 
time, energy, and money by teaching you how to 
use Microsoft Word with power.

Having taught hundreds of writers and formatted 
hundreds of books, self-published author Joan 
Leacott shares her comprehensive knowledge. 

Use code ALLI2019 for a 25% discount off any 
course or package. 

Don’t fight your book, write your book.

www.WovenRed.Teachable.com   
JoanLeacott@WovenRed.ca  

We asked some highly 
experienced editors among ALLi 
membership to nominate one top 
tip that they would like to share 
with indie authors – 

https://selfpublishingadvice.org/ 
editors-top-tips/

Top Tips From  
ALLi Editors
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Writing Services

Write Along With You
Services Provided: Write Along With You 
uses practiced approaches and proven 
methodologies to collect, organise, and polish 
ideas to assist our writing clients. If you’re a 
would-be author, you can rely on our seasoned 
writing professional to ease you toward the 
destination of a finished manuscript. We provide 
group writing lessons, individual consultations, 
manuscript review and other related services.

https://www.writealongwithyou.com/  
bonnie@writealongwithyou.com

Writimize LLC
Services Provided: My name is Stephany Tan, 
a certified ghostwriter committed to editorial 
quality and integrity. I provide a judgement-free 
environment where you can share your raw 
ideas and get the emotional and professional 
support you deserve. You’ll have a dedicated 
book mentor to motivate you throughout your 
book writing journey. I’m here to make sure your 
manuscript is positioned for success and bring 
you one step closer to achieving your publishing 
dream.

https://www.writimize.com/  
stephany@writimize.com

Writing for Children with Karen Cioffi
Services Provided: Karen Cioffi is a children’s 
ghostwriter and an award-winning childrens 
author. I and the children’s ghostwriting team 
at Writing for Chrildren with Karen Cioffi have 
years of experience ghostwriting, rewriting, and 
editing children’s books, with many satisfied 
clients. We can help you become a children’s 
book author – We can rewrite or ghostwrite your 
story for you.     

http://karencioffiwritingforchildren.com/     
kcioffiventrice@gmail.com
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Opinion: First Things First – 
Why Book Marketing Doesn’t 
Trump Writing Craft
By Debbie Young, ALLi’s Author 
Advice Center Manager and  
indie author
When indieland is so full of advice about book 
marketing, it’s too easy for writers to neglect 
or even forget what lies at the heart of all great 
books: great writing craft. Debbie Young 
makes the case for getting the writing right 
being an inseparable part of successful self-
publishing.

Reading one of Seeley James‘s answers in the 
interview that appeared on this blog yesterday 
was like a breath of fresh air to me – his top tip 
to indie authors was:

Craft and marketing. One cannot make up for 
the other. Study both with reckless abandon.

As the organiser of two local writers’ groups  
and a small independent literary festival, as 
well as managing ALLi’s blog and speaking 
at many litfests and author events, I meet a 
lot of aspiring indie authors at every stage of 
their game, and a growing number that are just 
starting out. Recently I have been becoming 
increasingly uneasy that far too many aspiring 
indie authors seem to be pinning all their 
hopes – or at least too big a proportion of 
them – on the effectiveness of marketing to 
turn them into a self-publishing success story.

As Seeley James suggests, 
effective marketing is an essential 
factor in determining an indie 
author’s success – but there is no 
point in spending time, effort and 
money on marketing a book if it is 
not fit for public consumption.

How to Hone Your Writing Craft
This is not to say that authors ought to 
join writing critique groups or take creative 
writing degrees. Although I know many 
authors who swear that getting such a 
qualification kickstarted their career, I know just 
as many whose confidence and determination 
were set back by narrow-minded directives and 
poor advice in these settings. Only you can 
decide what works for you.

Nor is it essential to read all the writing craft 
books that you can lay your hands on. In fact, 
if you read too many, you risk either becoming 
confused by their contradictions, or you’ll 
find your writing becoming formulaic as you 
apply the rules laid down by self-appointed 
experts . Stick to the handful of books that 
really resonate with you and add value to your 
writing. You’ll know them when you find them.

Plenty of indie authors are getting it right, 
thoroughly self-editing their manuscripts before 
passing them to beta readers and professional 
editors for pre-publication quality control. But 
there are still too many who let their excitement 
and their impatience to publish their books 
suppress their common sense. The speed at 
which it’s possible to publish books – at the 
touch of a button – ends up with the release of 

Feature
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Feature too many poorly written books, and with too 
many authors wondering why their massive 
marketing efforts fall flat.

I’m not for a moment trying to set myself up 
as a great example of writing craft. I still have 
much to learn, but my editor and beta readers 

tell me I’m getting a little better with each 
book – as we all should, because as with any 
activity, skill grows through practise. But I 
do know that I am trying as hard as I can, and 
I will not publish a book until I’m happy with 
every word.

Great Marketing Doesn’t Trump  
Poor Writing
Even if you have endless financial 
resources to invest heavily in great covers, 
professionally-written persuasive blurbs and 
extensive advertising, readers who do not 
enjoy what’s inside this enticing giftwrap will 
not come back for more.

I’m saddened when I read of yet another author 
complaining that the latest book marketing trend 
isn’t working for them and a quick “look inside” 
on Amazon reveals an unpolished, hurried 
writing full of errors and inconsistencies. I don’t 
want them to be hurt by poor reviews that say 
things like “it’s amazing what rubbish can get 
published these days”.  I’d rather such a wake-
up call wasn’t necessary in the first place. I’d 
rather they realised from the outset that:

Even the biggest marketing 
budget in the world will 
not build you a long-term 
successful career if you’ve 
written a dud.
Of course, no-one wants to think they’ve 
written a dud, myself included. And of 
course, not all books that don’t sell are 
duds. Sometimes, and far too often, a brilliantly 
crafted book won’t sell for reasons that have 
nothing to do with the writing quality. Just a few 
of these are:

• lack of discoverability in an overcrowded 
market

• an unalluring, inappropriate or 
obscure coverthat doesn’t immediately 
identify what it’s about, what its genre is or 
draw the right readers in

Practising what I preach – one of many, many nitpicking passes through one of my  
novel manuscripts

The first stage in your self-publishing journey is to transform your ideas into 
words on the page. Every writer’s process is unique; some need psychological 
and motivational guidance, others will benefit more from being steered towards 
certain tools or techniques. ALLi Writing Service Partners offer everything from 
motivation and brainstorming to manuscript evaluation and development.

ALLi INSIGHT: WRITING
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• not fitting into an established genre for 
which there’s a clearly identifiable market 
– creating an uphill struggle because you 
then have to sell the concept of your book, 
as well as the book itself (it can be done 
– just look at the adult colouring book 
phenomenon that grew from a standing 
start – but it’s not easy or guaranteed)

So if you’re having trouble finding readers for 
your books, despite exhaustive and appropriate 
marketing efforts, give yourself some tough 
love, and make sure that in your eagerness to 
get your book to market, you haven’t cut corners 
on quality control.

So do yourself a favour: make your book the 
best it can be. You deserve it.

Love your book – you deserve your book to be 
the best it can be

As part of the AskALLi podcast, Orna Ross and Dan Blank hold a Creative Writing Salon once 
a month. Orna and Dan explore themes within all seven stages of writing a book and also offer 
productivity tools and ongoing motivation. Further details on the AskALLi Podcast Page: 
https://www.allianceindependentauthors.org/askalli-podcast/

Writing 
Salon

Dan BlankOrna Ross

     AskALLi 
BROADCAST
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EDITORIAL SERVICES
Includes:  

Copy Editing 
Developmental Editing 

Proofreading
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Editorial Services

AIA Authors Service
Services Provided: Editorial, Author-Funded 
Publishing Service, Cover Design, Book 
Accreditation, Reviews

AIA Authors’ Services is dedicated to helping 
authors produce quality products on a tight 
budget. We offering comprehensive editing 
services, book cover design and a selective 
author-funded publishing service.

www.aiaauthorservices.com
admin@aiaauthorservices.com

Alison’s Editing Service
Services Provided: I offer a range of editing 
services, from light copy-edits to robust 
structural edits, for self-publishing authors. 
My speciality is fiction, but I have plenty of 
experience of editing business books and 
memoirs too. If required I will suggest a blurb 
(free of charge) for books I’ve edited, and I 
also offer a proof reading service. All new 
authors receive a free no-obligation sample edit 
on request (approx. 3,000 words), and ALLi 
members receive 10% discount.

www.alisonjack-editor.co.uk
alisoneditor@outlook.com

AVERILL BUCHANAN
Services Provided: Editorial

Based in the UK, I offer the following services: 
developmental/structural editing; editing; copy-
editing; proofreading; rewriting; consultancy 
(editorial and publishing); manuscript 
assessment. I also do ebook formatting and 
conversion, and interior layout for print. I 
specialise in general, literary and crime fiction.

I’m an Advanced Member of the Society for 
Editors and Proofreaders (SfEP), and a Member 
of the Association for Freelance Editors, 
Proofreaders and Indexers (AFEPI Ireland).

www.averillbuchanan.com
averill@averillbuchanan.com
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Editorial Services

Black Cat Editorial Services
Services Provided: Black Cat Editorial 
Services offers sensitive, thoughtful and 
thorough proofreading and copy-editing for 
fiction and other texts. 

Clients benefiting from these services include 
publishers, independent authors, students, 
businesses, and professional individuals.

https://blackcatedit.com/                                                                                                                
hannah@blackcatedit.com

Blank Slate Communications
Services Provided: Award-winning editing 
services (including developmental, line, and 
copy), interior layout, cover design, and help 
setting up CreateSpace and IngramSpark 
accounts. 

www.blankslatecommunications.com 
kbmakansi@blankslatecommunications.com

Clio Editing Services
Services Provided: I offer copyediting, 
proofreading, line editing, developmental 
editing, and packages combining the above 
services. I specialize in editing fiction by indie 
authors. I edit in both UK and US English, and 
Americanization is available for UK authors 
writing for the US market.

www.clioediting.com 
eliza@clioediting.com

Daisy Editorial
Services Provided: Editing | Proofreading | 
Layout for print and ebook

It’s not just about typos! Editorial services for 
non-fiction authors: business guides, memoirs, 
local history, self-help, textbooks, and more. 
Helping you through the maze of independent 
publishing, from getting the words right to 
getting the look. Advanced Professional Member 
of the Society for Editors and Proofreaders 
(SfEP). Free no obligation fee estimate. Be one 
of my many happy clients!

www.daisyeditorial.co.uk 
margaret@daisyeditorial.co.uk

Editing UK
Services Provided: Hello, I am Rebecca Wood, 
I pride myself on being flexible and working to 
support writers in their work to achieve their 
goals, polishing their text while maintaining 
their original voice and their initial vision. I 
offer a range of editing services starting at 
light proofreading and fact-checking of text 
that is almost ready to print, right up to author 
coaching and assisting you in developing your 
manuscript.

http://www.editinguk.com/  
rebecca@editinguk.com

EDITORIAL.IE
Services Provided: A full range of editing 
for most genres of fiction, specialising in 
developmental editing but also including 
copy-editing, proofreading, manuscript 
assessments and coaching.

I get results, delivering editing which might 
make the difference between publishing 
success and failure. Clients regularly top 
the bestseller lists in Amazon, secure 
agents (congratulations Sam McColl, 
author of Call Billy, signed with Futurman 
Rose in 2019), or get big-5 publishing 
deals (Kali Napier, published Secret’s at 
Ocean’s Edge in 2018 with Hachette).

http://editorial.ie/editing-and-
proofreading-for-fiction   
editor@editorial.ie 

 
Eleanor Abraham
Services Provided: Eleanor Abraham is a 
freelance editor, typesetter and project manager 
and a professional member of the Society for 
Editors and Proofreaders. Eleanor has 20 years 
experience in book publishing and production 
journalism, specialising in substantive/
developmental editing, line editing, copywriting, 
proofreading and  writing and research. She 
works on fiction, non-fiction, reference, news 
and features.

https://eleanorabraham.com  
eleanorbabraham@gmail.com



15

Editorial Services
Elite Authors
Services Provided:  The New York–based 
proofreading, editing, and writing company 
that offers editorial support for companies of all 
sizes, from small businesses and nonprofits to 
large corporations and Fortune 500s; authors 
and writers seeking to get published; and 
students who want their projects to have that 
final, all-important polish.

https://eliteediting.com/  
https://eliteediting.com/contact/

Enigma Editorial
Services Provided: As a professional fiction 
editor it’s my role to hunt down and advise you 
on anything that may be dragging the attention 
of your readers away from your story. I can 
provide those final refinements that will give 
your book the edge and  bring fresh eyes to 
your story to ensure that when you show your 
book to the world it is the very best it can be.

https://enigmaeditorial.com/  
https://enigmaeditorial.com/contact/

Fairhill Publishing LLC 
Services Provided: I’m Libby Doyle,an 
experienced editor, independent author and 
former journalist who would love to be your 
editor. Your words are your voice. Let me help 
you shout out load and clear. To acquaint you 
with my skills, I will edit the first 3,000 words of 
your manuscript for free. I’m confident you will 
like the result.

https://libbydoyle.com/editing-services.html  
libbydoyle.com@gmail.com

Grammar Goddess Editing 
Services Provided: I specialise in fiction 
and poetry, but also work with non-fiction and 
technical books. I offer basic and heavy copy-
editing, developmental editing, proofreading 
and Layout/Formatting for IngramSpark and 
Kindle Direct Publishing. I love my work and 
will give your book the polishing, refining and 
enhancing it needs.

https://grammargoddessediting.com/ 
https://grammargoddessediting.com/contact/

Helen Baggott ~ Author Services
Services Provided: I offer a range of services 
to support the self-publishing author – including 
manuscript development, copy-editing and 
proofreading. I can also prepare a document for 
uploading as either a paperback or e-book. My 
clients include those enjoying the thrill of self-
publishing their first book and award-winning 
authors. I work with clients in the UK, America, 
Australia and mainland Europe. Please quote 
ALLi02 for a discounted quote.

www.helenbaggott.co.uk

Inkslinger Editing LLC
Services Provided: Author-Publishing 
Packages, Developmental Editing, Line Editing, 
Web Design

Inkslinger Editing acts as editor and mentor 
for visionary authors transforming their writing 
lives, offering a unique, integrated approach 
to author mentorship, developmental editing, 
boutique book design, and the building of web 
& social media platforms tailored to the specific 
needs of writers.

Through developmental and line editing, 
Inkslinger mentors authors in the creation of 
stunning narratives by charting out revision 
plans that enhance the books’ strengths, and 
build lasting connections with their readers. 
Through web and other design services, we 
help launch the polished work and the story of 
you, the author, to the world.

www.inkslingerediting.com 
catherine@inkslingerediting.com

Ink-wrapped
Services Provided: I assist independent 
authors with either copy-editing or proofreading 
to ensure that text flows smoothly and 
effortlessly, to both satisfy and delight readers. 
Offering a friendly and personable service, I am 
happy to discuss your requirements and provide 
a no-obligation quote.

http://inkwrapped.com 
david@inkwrapped.com
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Editorial Services

Jeff Does Books
Services Provided:  Get your book edited by a 
science fiction and fantasy specialist with New 
York and London experience. Jeff is a successful 
author himself that takes a collaborative 
approach to editing, always puts authors first and 
would love to hear from you.

http://jeffdoesbooks.com/ 
jeff@jeffdoesbooks.com

Jennifer Harris Editorial
Services Provided:  Jennifer Harris Editorial 
provide professional editing and proofreading to 
help you put your best work forward, presented 
to the world with words that flow and capture the 
minds of every reader who holds your books. 

http://inspiringcreativeminds.com/services/ 
Jennifer@JenniferHarrisEditor.com

JFeditorial
Services Provided:  Your writing deserves to be 
edited with expertise and care so that is where I 
come in.

I am Jill French, an Advanced Professional 
member of the Society for Editors and 
Proofreaders (SfEP) and I follow the SfEP Code 
of Practice. I offer copy-editing, proofreading, 
localizing, formatting and writing services.

https://jfeditorial.com/ 
jf@jfeditorial.com

JJ Toner Editing
Services Provided:  At JJTE we offer 
professional developmental editing, structural 
editing and meticulous  proofreading to the indie 
author community. We specialise in Thrillers, 
Mysteries, Science Fiction / Fantasy, Historical 
Fiction, War and Spy Stories.

https://www.jjtoner.com/editing-services/  
https://www.jjtoner.com/contact/

Jodi Brandon Editorial
Services Provided:  Jodi helps creative 
entrepreneurs and bloggers craft stellar books no 
matter what stage of the writing process they’re 
in. Whether you have the seed of a book idea, 
or you have a completed manuscript ready for 
editing, I’m here to support you and ensure that 
your work spotlights your expertise.

https://www.jodibrandoneditorial.com/  
https://www.jodibrandoneditorial.com/contact/

Julie Gray Story Editing
Services Provided:  Words create worlds. I 
am an expert in substantive and developmental 
editing. I help writers weave words into worlds 
that entertain, uplift, mesmerize and touch 
readers. Whether you are starting with an idea, 
a work in progress or a completed manuscript, 
I will help you write a manuscript that you can be 
proud of.  Experienced writers only please. 

https://www.juliegray.info 
hello@juliegray.info

KM Editorial, LLC.
Services Provided: KATIE McCOACH is 
a developmental editor working with self-
published authors of all levels. She loves to see 
her authors succeed—her motto is, “Let’s create 
your best story!” Many of her indie authors have 
gone on to win awards.

www.katiemccoach.com/
Katie@katiemccoach.com
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Editorial Services
Kolb-Williams Writing and Editing
Services Provided: Copy Editing, Content 
Editing, Editorial Assessments

Hello! I’m Sarah Kolb-Williams, a science 
fiction editor, dog lover, and serial comma 
enthusiast from Minneapolis, Minnesota. I love 
helping independent authors learn new ways of 
looking at their writing and develop the revision 
techniques they need to produce more powerful 
drafts. (New authors welcome!)

I offer two levels of copyediting, giving authors 
control over the cost and scope of each project, 
and my fast, affordable editorial assessments 
provide direct, actionable feedback on the 
first few chapters. Back cover copy and full 
manuscript assessments are also available. 

www.kolbwilliams.com 
sarah@kolbwilliams.com

KT Editing Services
Services Provided: manuscript critique, line-
editing, copy-editing, interior design for e-book 
and print

About: I’m a former journalist and senior press 
officer for the police as well as an Advanced 
Professional Member of the Society for Editors 
and Proofreaders (SfEP). I specialise in 
sentence-level editing for independent authors. 
I particularly enjoy working on crime, romance, 
children’s and young adult fiction as well as 
general non-fiction. I offer a range of tailored 
services to make your words sparkle and can 
offer advice and support to new authors or 
those new to self-publishing. Free sample edits 
on request. Get in touch to see how I can help 
make your book shine!

http://www.ktediting.com/  
info@ktediting.com

Language+ Literary  
Translations, LLC
Services Provided: As a co-op made up of 
top-notch literary translators, run and owned 
by translators, we translate books into French, 
Spanish, German, Italian and Portuguese. 

http://literarytranslations.us 
athinapapa.US@gmail.com

Library Cat Editing
Services Provided: Structural editing for fiction 
and non-fiction

For fiction, my approach is to take a helicopter 
view of an MS and provide an overall report, 
typically covering story, pace, characterisation, 
voice, symbolism, setting and fact checking. 
For non-fiction proposals, I help authors to 
structure their ideas and find the best way of 
presenting information. I review manuscripts for 
WWJ, Scriptora publishing service, and have 
over twenty year’s experience writing technical 
reports for a non-technical audience.

http://catrionatroth.blogspot.co.uk/ 
catriona.troth@gmail.com

The Literary Consultancy
Services Provided: Manuscript Assessment, 
Copy-editing, Proofreading, Ghostwriting, 
Mentoring, Literary Events, Workshops, Annual 
Conference

The Literary Consultancy is the UK’s first and 
leading editorial and manuscript assessment 
service, working nationally and internationally 
since 1996. TLC provides professional feedback 
to writers at all levels, covering fiction, non-
fiction, memoir, short stories, poetry and scripts. 
We refer to trusted, qualified copy-editors 
and proofreaders on a case by case basis. 
TLC’s mentoring scheme, Chapter and Verse, 
supports writers toward completing ongoing 
book-length projects. We host literary events 
for writers at our base, the Free Word Centre in 
London, and an annual overseas writing retreat.

http://literaryconsultancy.co.uk/

Louise Harnby Proofreader & 
Copyeditor
Services Provided: I’m a specialist commercial 
fiction editor who helps independent authors 
prepare their books for market. If your writing 
needs smoothing to ensure it engages your 
reader or if  industry-standard grammar, spelling 
and punctuation are your sticking points, I 
aim to work carefully through your narrative 
and dialogue, attending to flow, clarity and 
consistency. That way, you can concentrate on 
what you do best – telling stories.

https://www.louiseharnbyproofreader.com/ 
louise@louiseharnbyproofreader.com
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Editorial Services

Lucy Ridout Editorial Services
Services Provided: Do you worry that your plot 
isn’t pacy enough, your characterisation lacks 
credibility or your ending fails to deliver? I may 
be able to point you in the right direction 
 
I edit fiction and travel titles for self-publishing 
authors and trade publishers. I’m an Advanced 
Professional Member of the Society for Editors 
and Proofreaders (SfEP) and I’m also the 
author of many Rough Guide travel books.  
 
Please contact me to find out how I can help 
you with your book.

www.lucyridout.co.uk 
editor@lucyridout.co.uk

Michael Faulkner  
Editorial Services (UK)
Services Provided: Developmental/structural 
editing of literary and commercial fiction; 
rewriting; line editing; proofreading.

I am an Advanced Professional Member of the 
Society for Editors and Proofreaders (SfEP) 
and a member of the Society of Authors. Based 
in the UK, my clients include mainstream 
publishers and independent authors from both 
sides of the Atlantic.

www.thebluecabin.com/editing 
mikefaulkner@elite.co.uk

Nancy Yeoman Proofreading 
Services Provided:  I am a professional 
experienced proofreader and editor. I specialise 
in proofreading fiction and academic resources.  
I will eradicate errors and polish your written 
work, whether it be in Word or PDF documents, 
on screen or in hard copy. My editing services 
are available to publishers, authors, students and 
businesses.

www.nancyyeomanproofreading.co.uk 
nancyyeomanproofreading@gmail.com

Nicky Taylor Editorial
Services Provided:  Nicky Taylor Editorial 
offers fiction and non-fiction editing for 
independent writers.  I’ll highlight plot or narrative 
inconsistencies and clarify any ambiguous 
phrasing. I’ll also tighten your prose and improve 
pace by eliminating redundant language and 
repetition. And I’ll make sure your readers aren’t 
distracted by errors, inaccurate facts or awkward 
syntax. Whatever form your writing takes, I can 
offer a flexible solution based on your individual 
requirements, priorities and budget.

www.nickytayloreditorial.com/  
www.nickytayloreditorial.com/contact/

Novel Thinking
Services Provided: Novel Thinking is here for 
you and your book. I know writing, and I can 
help you with yours, whether you have a finished 
manuscript looking for that final polish, an early 
draft needing a gentle point in the right direction, 
or a story idea somewhere in the middle that 
just won’t come right. Whether you’re an indie 
ensuring the highest standard of product before 
publishing, a new writer preparing to submit to 
agents or publishers, or a published author with 
a new project, I can help.

http://novelthinking.co.uk/  
novelthinking@protonmail.com

 
Perfect the Word
Services Provided: Line/copyediting, 
developmental editing, manuscript critique

Specialising in crime and thriller, sci fi and 
fantasy, commercial fiction and YA, I work 
with major publishers, but mainly with 
indies. I will not only perfect your spelling, 
punctuation and grammar, but help you 
add an extra touch of style. Contact me 
for a sample edit (up to 1,000 words) and 
a quote. I am an advanced professional 
member of SfEP, member of ACES, and 
an associate member of CWA.

www.perfecttheword.co.uk  
lesley.91@btinternet.com
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Editorial Services
Reedsy
Services Provided: Reedsy is a marketplace 
of top editorial, design, marketing and publicity 
talent. All Reedsy professionals have been 
vetted and come from a traditional publishing 
background Reedsy also offers a free online 
writing and formatting tool, called the Reedsy 
Book Editor, which allows to format both for 
EPUB and POD.

https://reedsy.com 
ricardo@reedsy.com

Sarah Monsma Editor and Writer
Services Provided: Sarah Monsma edits 
middle grade and young adult fiction and 
thrillers, as well as writing and editing 
educational materials, both print and online.

https://sarahmonsma.com 
sarah@sarahmonsma.com

SB Proofreading
Services Provided: Developmental editing, 
copy editing/line editing, proofreading, synopsis/
blurb writing

As a member of the Society for Editors 
and Proofreaders, I will give your writing a 
professional finish while making sure that your 
voice and style is maintained throughout the 
book. Although I specialise in fiction editing, 
I work on other genres and am also a music 
specialist.

https://www.sbproofreading.com 
contact@sbproofreading.com 

Scard Editorial Services 
Services Provided: I offer a range of editorial 
services  that can be tailored to your specific 
project and needs – from a comprehensive 
ground-up substantive edit to a thorough pre-
publication proofread. I would love to help you 
produce a manuscript that will make you proud. 
If you need editing or proofreading support 
from an efficient and effective fiction editor, then 
please get in touch.

https://scardeditorial.com/   
jade@scardeditorial.com

Scribophile
Services Provided: Scribophile is a respectful 
online writing workshop and writer’s community. 
Writers of all skill levels join to improve each 
other’s work with thoughtful critiques and by 
sharing their writing experience.

We’re the writing group to join if you want to find 
beta readers, get the best feedback around, 
learn how to get published, and be a part of 
the friendliest and most successful writing 
workshop online.

https://www.scribophile.com/  
admin@scribophile.com

SfEP
Services Provided: The Society for Editors 
and Proofreaders (SfEP) is a professional 
organisation based in the UK for editors and 
proofreaders.    

https://www.sfep.org.uk 
administrator@sfep.org.uk

 

Publish well.
Call in the professional 
text checkers.

Whatever your genre, however 
niche your subject, we’re here to 
help you find the perfect editor and 
proofreader.

Search for free at:

sfep.org.uk/directory

society for editors 
and proofreaders
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Editorial Services

 
Shakspeare Editorial
Services Provided: Evaluation, Editing, 
Designing, eBook Formatting, Publishing, 
Websites

It’s a minefield out there and this personal 
service will guide your manuscript into the 
wide world (or just to family and friends). 
Readers will enjoy your edited words; 
buyers will love the look of your cover; 
the insides will look professional; it will be 
easily available through all major channels 
(print and ebook). Maybe you’d like a 
matching website? The spend is up to you 
and the income is all yours. 

www.shakspeareeditorial.org 
edit@shakspeare.org

Sundragon Editing
Services Provided: Copyediting, substantive 
editing, specializing in personal memoir, history, 
and historical fiction

www.sundragonediting.com 
editor@sundragonediting.com

Superior Story
Services Provided: I am a professional editor, 
I will closely inspect your story for typographical 
errors, but I also offer consulting on story 
development and style. This obviously helps to 
improve the professionalism of your work, but it 
also helps to make your story more engaging, 
which helps you sell more copies of your book.

https://superiorstory.com/  
blaine@superiorstory.com

Three Little Words Romance Editing
Services Provided: My name is Sarah and I 
specialize in romance editing. If you’re an author 
with a manuscript that features love with oh-so-
many reasons the couple just can’t be together, 
only to have them find their happily ever after 
at the end—you’ve come to the right place. 
Whatever your preferred subgenre (historical 
mysteries, friends to lovers, romantic suspense) 
or favorite type of heroine or hero, I can help 
you and your book reach your very own HEA. 

https://www.threelittlewordsediting.com 
sacalfee@gmail.com

TypeRight
Services Provided: Want to take your writing 
to the next level? At TypeRight, in addition to 
tightening up grammar and phrasing, we offer 
a professional opinion on plot, pacing, and 
characterization. Get a free sample edit today.

https://typerightediting.com/ 
editors@typerightediting.com

A book’s editorial development is rarely overlooked or handled solely by  
a successful author, and with good reason. There is a big difference 
between structural edits, beta-readings and final proofreads, and each of 
these is crucial for ensuring your book is in the best shape possible.

Writers are often too close to the words they have written to be 100% 
effective at editing and proofreading their own manuscript. This doesn’t 
mean you can’t play a role in the editing of your book, though, particularly if 
you are facing budget constraints.

The trick is in finding the editor or editorial service that is right for you and 
then developing the relationship. The ALLi Partner members in this section 
are trusted and dedicated experts who will work with you to make your 
book polished and professional, before you send it out into the big wide 
world, where it will be exposed to industry and reader/reviewer scrutiny.

ALLi INSIGHT: EDITORIAL
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FeatureWriting Advice: 8 Self-editing 
Techniques to Cut Your 
Editing Time in Half
By Hayley Milliman, who heads up 
Marketing and Customer Support 
at Pro Writing Aid
Joyous as it may be to type “THE END” after 
your final chapter, it can feel as if the real 
work is only just about to begin: the onerous 
task of self-editing. This list of top tips from 
former teacher Hayley Milliman, now marketing 
associate at ProWritingAid, tell you how to 
reduce your time spent editing your book 
manuscript while making a better job of it.

Writing is easy. All you have 
to do is cross out the wrong 
words. — Mark Twain
Actually, writing efficiently can be a challenge 
when you are meeting a deadline. Follow these 
steps and achieve written success!

#1: Finish Your Work First
Editing is infinitely easier once you have 
words to work with. So write some words. 
Finish your copy before you go back and start 
tearing it apart. When you are working with a 
completed piece, you’ll be able to get a better 
sense of the whole picture and see which ideas 
connect and which don’t. You’ll also be able to 
track your grammar, spelling, and syntax errors 
better when you consider the completed 
product, rather than one that’s only half done.

#2: Take a Break
You have words on the page. They may not be 
polished, they may not be printable, but they’re 
on the page. What next? Put down your pen. 
Close your laptop. Pull the ribbon from your 
typewriter and walk away. There is no better 
editing tool than a fresh set of eyes. Even 

if you take a five-minute break to meditate or 
eat a banana, your writing will greatly improve 
when you return to it, having had a moment to 
breathe.

#3: Become a Reader
Read your words aloud. Don’t mumble them. 
Don’t skim them. Read them. Out loud. If you 
have a willing participant, have them listen. 
Brace yourself for criticism, and ask your 
listener if your words make sense. If no one 
is available to listen, or you’re just too shy, 
stand in front of a mirror and read your words 
slowly and clearly. Reading aloud helps you 
catch awkward sentence constructions and 
missed words much more easily.

#4: Find the Adjectives and 
Adverbs
Want to feel like a real editor? Go through your 
piece and take out all of the words that you 
deem unnecessary. Start with adjectives and 
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adverbs. For adjectives, consider whether you’re 
saying the same thing twice (e.g. “She had 
dark, black hair.”) For adverbs, consider whether 
they’re needed at all.

#5: Scan For Repeats
Scan for any sentences that repeat an idea that 
was already written. Remove that sentence.
Look for sentences that contain two of the same 
word or words with the same root, and remove 
those, too.

#6: Switch It Up
Change something about the formatting of 
the piece. Something as simple as altering 
the size of the font or the spacing of your 
paragraphs can help you see your work in a 
new light. Remember, it’s all about “fresh 
eyes” and tricking your brain into thinking it’s 
never seen this piece of writing before so that 
you can identify and eradicate the errors.

#7: Use an Online Self-Editing Tool
Online editors are designed to do what your 
brain simply can’t: analyze and find all the 
mistakes in your piece in a matter of seconds. 
Even better, a tool like ProWritingAid acts 

as both grammar checker and writing coach, 
identifying hundreds of different types of errors 
in your manuscript. You’ll save hours and hours 
by knowing exactly where to go within your 
piece to fix your work.

#8: Stop!
Enough already! Leave the piece alone. An 
over-edited piece is almost as bad as a piece 
that has not been edited at all.

Remember, Self-Editing Is Where The 
Sausage Gets Made!

Editing can, and should, be a joyous part of 
your writing process. After all, books are really 
written during the editing stage – that’s when 
you’ll be able to look at the work you’ve created 
and sharpen it into something fantastic.

Embrace the edit and use 
these tips to work smarter.
OVER TO YOU Feel free to add your favourite 
self-editing tips to Hayley’s excellent list!
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DESIGN SERVICES
Includes:  

Cover Design 
Ebook Formatting 

Print Interior Layout



C A L L  M I C H E L E  F O R  A  F R E E  C O N S U L T A T I O N  T O D A Y :

(602) 866-3226 or send an email to md@1106design.com

Comprehensive book publishing services—with hand-holding throughout.

• copyediting and substantive editing
• cover design
• page design and typesetting
• proofreading

• eBook formatting
• author website design
• project management
• advice

A better way to
S E L F - P U B L I S H

your book
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Design and F
ormatting Services

100 Covers
Services Provided: Welcome to 100 Covers. 
We create custom book cover designs 
on par with the quality of the bestsellers 
in any category or genre, with licensed fonts 
and images (with no added fees), and unlimited 
revisions. We do this for the unthinkably low 
price of just $100!

http://100covers.com/   
http://100covers.com/contact/

1106 Design 
Services Provided: 1106 Design works with 
authors, publishers, business pros, coaches, 
consultants, speakers . . . anyone who wants 
a beautiful book, meticulously prepared to 
industry standards. 1106 Design provides 
start-to-finish project management, customized 
to your specific needs, with hand-holding 
throughout. 10% discount for Alli members.

https://1106design.com  
md@1106design.com 

52 Novels 
Services Provided: Design and  
Formatting Services

Expert ebook formatting & conversion 
services for authors, publishers, agencies and 
companies since 2010.

https://www.52novels.com/  
queries@52novels.com

Anthemion Software Ltd
Services Provided: Design and  
Formatting Services

Anthemion Software Ltd. is a small software 
house based in Edinburgh, UK. We do not 
believe in very prescriptive approaches to 
writing, which tend to stifle creativity, and this is 
reflected in our software. The only person who 
knows how to structure your particular story is 
YOU, and so we concentrate on giving you the 
tools that help your ideas to flow. Our users 
confirm that this works brilliantly! 

http://www.writerscafe.co.uk/  
harriet@anthemion.co.uk
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Design and F
ormatting Services

The Art of Communication    
Services Provided: Design and Formatting 
Services

The Art of Communication works with 
individuals that want to indie-publish their work, 
providing a personal service to produce covers 
that reflect the genre and content of the book. 
We can also help with marketing material to 
promote your books and build an author brand.

http://artofcomms.co.uk/ 
design@artofcomms.co.uk

Author EMS
Services Provided:  Since 2012, we’ve been 
proud to offer quality book formatting and 
uploading services designed to help authors 
save time and reduce stress. In each case, 
we work hard to develop efficiencies and offer 
expert assistance. *Please Note: We happily 
upload fiction and non-fiction books, but our 
formatting services are designed only for fiction: 
novels, novellas, chapter books; no picture 
books or non-fiction containing lots of images, 
tables, bullet lists, etc.

http://www.authorems.com/  
http://www.authorems.com/contact/

BEAUTeBOOK
Services Provided: BEAUTeBOOK is a book 
design studio providing both digital and print 
design services for authors since 2012. Having 
several New York Times bestsellers in our 
portfolio, we deliver a value-added proposition 
with strong marketing and graphic design skills. 
We take care of all the design and technical 
aspects of the book while encouraging authors 
to enjoy the design process as much as we do. 

http://www.beautebook.com/  
alli@beautebook.com

Book Cover Cafe
Services Provided: Award-winning book cover 
design, editing, typesetting, e-book conversion 
and training. The publishing ninjas at Book 
Cover Cafe are ready when you are.

www.bookcovercafe.com 
info@bookcovercafe.com

Book Cover Express
Services Provided: We design book covers for 
self-publishers, small presses, indie authors, 
academic presses . . . anyone who wants a 
professional book cover that’s designed to lead, 
not follow.

www.bookcoverexpress.com 
cstevenson@accesswave.ca

BookCreateService
Services Provided: Cover design, typesetting, 
eBook conversion

A family-run business with over 15 years of 
experience in publishing. Knowledge of creating 
layouts for CreateSpace and IngramSpark but 
we can work to any printer’s specifications. 
We can help you create a professional-
looking layout that’s indistinguishable from any 
mainstream-published book, designing a book 
that is a pleasure to read and an enjoyable 
experience.

We will guide you through the whole process 
answering any questions or queries you have.

Bookcreateservice.com 
enquiries@bookcreateservice.com

Book Design Templates
Services Provided: Predesigned, preformatted 
interior book templates for a wide variety of 
books from fiction to nonfiction, children’s 
books, illustrated and photo books

Our templates make it fast and easy to format 
your manuscript into a beautiful, industry-
standard book your readers will love. Templates 
generate both print book and ebook files, 
and are available for Microsoft Word, Adobe 
InDesign, and Apple Pages, and they are 
fully guaranteed. Our templates are in use by 
thousands of authors who are successfully 
using them to produce books at CreateSpace, 
Ingram Spark, and every other leading POD 
vendor.

www.bookdesigntemplates.com 
support@bookdesigntemplates.com
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Design and F
ormatting Services

Coinlea Services
Services Provided: Developmental Advice, 
Copy Editing, Proofreading, Design and 
Formatting for Ebook/Print

We aim to help you polish your manuscript to 
the best it can be, before you publish. We can 
help with every step of the writing process, 
but specialise in the final design, layout and 
proofread of your printed book or ebook.

www.coinlea.co.uk 
books@coinlea.co.uk

Damonza.com
Services Provided: Bestseller book cover 
design and interior formatting

Damonza Book Cover Design has designed 
well over 2000 covers, built a team of incredibly 
talented designers, formatters and support 
staff and grown our service offering. We have 
designed covers for New York Times and USA 
Today Bestselling Authors and helped writers 
turn their dreams into reality. Books that we 
have worked on as early drafts have been 
picked up by large publishers and are being 
made into movies. We love what we do!

www.damonza.com 
damonza@damonza.com

Design for Writers
Services Provided: Cover design, interior 
formatting and ebook conversion, website 
design anddevelopment, and general  
design services.

We’ve been providing professional design ser-
vices to writers, writing organisations and inde-
pendent publishers since 2009. We work with cli-
ents on book design, websites, and other design 
projects...and we’d love to work with you too!

www.designforwriters.com 
hello@designforwriters.com

Elegant Book Design
Services Provided: Book Cover Design,  
Author Websites, Proofreading & Editing

• FREE, no obligation, initial consultation 

• Custom book cover packages

• Ready-made cover designs

• Makeovers (cover redesign)

• Proofreading and editing services

• Author websites 

Whether you need an ebook or print cover, 
a dust jacket, editing or an author website, 
Elegant Book Design provides fast, professional 
and personal service. 15% discount to ALLi 
Members.

www.elegantbookdesign.com 
vann@elegantbookdesign.com

Formatting Experts
Services Provided: eBook Formatting (Kindle, 
EPUB, Smashwords), Print-on-Demand Interior

Design (IngramSpark, KDP paperback), 
Book Cover Design, Audiobook production, 
Publishing Assistance, Publishing Consulting, 
PDF Design.               

Our team is dedicated to taking the stress 
and technical complexity out of eBook, print 
and audiobook publishing, so you can focus 
on writing and connecting with your readers. 
We take care of design and formatting while 
providing you the support, assistance, and 
knowledge you need to publish successfully.

Ask us about the discount for ALLi friends.

www.FormattingExperts.com/ALLi 
ALLi@FormattingExperts.com    

Self-publishing critics often point to the gulf of quality between author-
published and trade-published design. If – as ALLi advocates – you are 
aiming for your book’s look and feel to be indistinguishable from trade 
published counterparts, you need to budget for a professional design 
service. Books are judged by their covers. Your writing may well be top 
quality, but you will scare away potential readers if the presentation 
(outside and inside) isn’t of an equally high standard.

ALLi INSIGHT: DESIGN & FORMATTING
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Design and F
ormatting Services

JD Smith Design
Services Provided: Book cover design, 
formatting, design of related promotion 
materials, photography

Award-winning book cover design by UK 
designer JD Smith. 

Experienced in working with a wide range of 
clients including international bestelling authors, 
debut indie novelists, small and large press.

www.jdsmith-design.com

Jessica Bell Book Cover Designs
Services Provided: Book Cover Design for 
Indie Authors

A basic design package includes: Both 
paperback and eBook; An unlimited  time 
to discuss ideas via email; Three rounds of 
revisions; FREE 3D book cover for the web.

If you are an author member of The ALLiance 
of Independent Authors, you’re eligible for 
20% discount

www.jessicabellauthor.com/book-cover-
design-services 
jessica.carmen.bell@gmail.com

Katie Birks Branding & Design 
Services Provided: Katie Birks Design offers 
creative solutions for indie authors, individuals 
and small businesses. No single design brief 
is the same, so I offer a tailored service to 
suit your needs. Katie brings your concept to 
life, gives your brand a voice and creates your 
desired vision.

https://katiebirks.co.uk/ 
enquiries@katiebirks.co.uk

 
Lawston Design
Services Provided: Cover design, interior 
design, marketing design 

I work with lots of big publishers, but I love 
working with independent authors too! 
Your book will receive as much careful 
attention as it needs to become the best 
it can be. Everything I produce is custom 
designed, tailored to you. 

Highly experienced in a variety of genres 
and formats, including children’s books, I’ll 
work collaboratively with you from concept 
through to production.

Please visit my website for more 
information. 

www.lawstondesign.com   
rachel@lawstondesign.com 

Martin Publishing Services 
Services Provided: Martin Publishing Services 
provides full-service book design for authors 
and presses.

We work with you to create a brand for your 
book, resulting in a book that is cohesive from 
cover to cover and a design package that sets 
you up for marketing success.

http://melindamartin.me/  
http://melindamartin.me/contact/
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Design and F
ormatting Services

More Visual Ltd
Services Provided: Book cover design, web 
design and promotional material

More Visual are looking to provide you 
with great looking artwork which is eye-
catching and pulls your reader in. We provide 
you with a full digital pdf of your book cover 
which you can upload to Createspace or any 
other print on demand service. We also include 
stamps of various sizes for your website all at a 
competitive price.

http://thebookcoverdesigners.com 
info@morevisual.me

My Custom Book Cover 
Services Provided: Award-winning designer, 
Robin Vuchnich applies 15 years of experience 
to offer premium, professional cover design

Featuring custom artwork, typography, and 
illustration, our work includes unlimited revisions 
— so authors always walk away 100% thrilled. 
When you work with us you gain a creative 
partner who is invested in your vision and in 
your book’s success.

• Striking and beautiful covers
• Unlimited revisions
• Professional-level attention to detail
• No image fees or royalties
• Personal, friendly, collaborative

15% ALLI discount

Mycustombookcover.com 
robin@mycustombookcover.com

Pixel Tweaks Publications 
Services Provided: Pixel Tweaks Publications 
can take the pain out of self-publishing. From 
advice about layout & size to setting up and 
outputting to PDF. Along with getting the book to 
print, we can even arrange the production of any 
promotional material to help spread the word. 

http://pixeltweakspublications.com 
pixeltweaks@gmail.com

The Scarlett Rugers Book  
Design Agency
Services Provided: Book design

Award winning book designers for traditional 
and self-published authors. Our goal is to help 
you feel like a traditionally published author, to 

be the best author you can be. We offer cover 
design, interior layout, blurb writing, and more.

www.booksat.scarlettrugers.com 
contact@scarlettrugers.com

SelfPubBookCovers
Services Provided: Design services

Offering pre-made, professionally designed 
book covers. Once a cover is sold it is never 
sold again. New covers added every day.

http://selfpubbookcovers.com  
sales@selfpubbookcovers.com

Swatt Design Ltd 
Services Provided: An independent print 
design agency based in Hampshire, specializing 
in bespoke graphic design and marketing for 
print.

https://swattdesign.wordpress.com 
sam@swatt-design.co.uk
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Running the Gauntlet:  
The Value of Criticism
By John Doppler, Head of ALLi’s 
Watchdog Desk, on how to best 
absorb and make use of the 
criticism that’s inevitable in a 
writer’s life
Once upon a time, I set out to create a truly 
awful book cover. Not just a bad cover, but a 
mockery of a cover so excruciatingly amateurish 
that people would immediately erupt in laughter 
when they saw it. I would show it to my friends, 
we’d all have a good laugh, and then exchange 
horror stories about bad cover designs we’d 
seen (or made).

I pulled out all the stops. Bad stock photos 
mashed clumsily together. Lousy composition. No 
theme. Hideous color palette. Type set in Comic 
Sans, with random Photoshop effects applied.

And then I posted it to Facebook. “Hey guys, 
here’s my entry for a book cover design 
competition next week! What do you think?”

There’s an internet adage known as Poe’s Law, 
which states that without some indication of the 
author’s intent, it’s impossible to create a parody 
so exaggerated that it cannot be mistaken for 
sincere belief.

The day I posted that cover, I learned the truth 
of that statement.

“Wow, nice job!”

“Good luck!”

“Looks great, when can we read it?”

Now, some of my friends are as snarky and 
mischievous as I am, so my first reaction was 
to chuckle at their sarcasm. But as the polite 
compliments continued to roll in, I realized 
they weren’t being sarcastic. They were being 
supportive. And they would rather let me trot out 
that abomination of a cover than crush my dreams.

I promptly ended the joke. “Guys, I was kidding! 
You know how much I despise Comic Sans.”

“Oh, thank God, I didn’t want to say anything 
mean…”

“I wondered if you were joking!”

“Hahah, that’s one ugly cover. Are you going to 
enter it in the contest anyway?”

I looked at that cover, with its fluorescent, Day-
Glo green type in Comic-freaking-Sans, and I 
was terrified. How many embarrassments had I 
set loose on the world, propelled on the praise 
of family and friends?

That incident changed my perspective on 
feedback and criticism. Over the next few years, 
I distilled my experiences into these personal 
guidelines for soliciting and receiving feedback.

Reframe feedback to create 
emotional distance
When someone tells me, “Your shoelace is 
untied,” that’s not an attack on me. It’s helpful 
information, and I appreciate someone saving 
me from a faceplant in the middle of the street.

But our art and writing are not shoelaces. We 
pour our heart and soul into those creations, 
so it’s natural that we identify with them on a 
personal level. That means criticism of our work 
can be perceived as criticism of us.

It’s vital that we shake off knee-jerk reactions 
and create emotional distance from our work. 
Only then can we evaluate criticism objectively 
and make use of the priceless information it 
provides.

My mantra goes something like this: I am not 
my work. Negative feedback doesn’t mean 
my work is bad; this is how I find ways to 
make it better. My work can always be better.

Feature
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Elements via Shutterstock, iStockPhoto, and the 
salty tears of professional cover designers

I find that repeating this to myself periodically 
helps me reframe criticism into something 
positive and constructive. It’s certainly more 
effective than curling up in the fetal position.

Seek unbiased feedback
As I learned from my “Alien Conspiracy” prank, 
the people closest to you are rarely unbiased. 
While there may be a few truthtellers in the 
mix, you’ll probably need to venture outside of 
that safe, supportive circle of friends to find the 
unvarnished honesty your work requires.

Give permission to be blunt
It’s not just your immediate circle of friends that 
may be reluctant to hurt your feelings. When 
you ask peers and professionals for feedback, 
they don’t know your threshold for criticism, 
and some may hold back for fear of alienating 
or upsetting you. Or they may soft-pedal the 
criticism for diplomacy’s sake, and fail to convey 
their true concerns.

Give them explicit permission to be brutally 
honest, no holds barred. Hang your work from 

the ceiling, hand out sticks, and let them whack 
that piñata until the candy explodes out of it.

That kind of unfiltered criticism can be an ego-
deflating experience, but it’s some of the purest, 
most helpful feedback you can get.

Remember that criticism is a window 
into the minds of your readers
If you view feedback as a peek into the thoughts 
of readers, even flawed criticism becomes 
useful. Less-than-helpful comments like “I don’t 
like it” and “ugh, no!” can be expanded into 
useful information with a gentle prompt. “Oh, is it 
the typeface that’s off? What would you prefer if 
this was your book?”

Don’t push back
When someone voices feedback that goes 
against what we know, believe, or just don’t 
want to hear, we tend to dig in our heels and 
push back. Avoid this, both internally and 
externally.

Don’t challenge the feedback you receive, 
because that may have a chilling effect on other 
comments. Thank them politely and move on, 
no matter how you feel about it. The goal here is 
to coax feedback from your peers, not to defend 
a point of view.

Don’t automatically reject feedback you 
disagree with, either. When you encounter a 
comment that makes you want to reflexively 
push your laptop off your desk, stop. Look at it 
from all sides and try to figure out what it is that 
bothers you about the comment.

Is it a statement that goes against what you 
know? Maybe it’s an alternative point of view 
that’s just as valid in another context, such as a 
different age group or a different genre. Could 
this be an opportunity to include a new target 
audience?

Is it a statement that makes you recoil because 
you don’t want to deal with it? Maybe there’s a 
great deal of work involved to implement that 
suggestion, and you can’t even contemplate 
that right now. But in 24 hours, you might feel 
differently. Don’t discard that suggestion yet.

The opinions we want to reject are the ones we 
need to consider most carefully. These are the 
ideas that brush up against our internal biases 
and assumptions, and the resentment we feel 
may actually be the cognitive bias that’s blinding 
us to new approaches.
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I love criticism just so long as 
it’s unqualified praise. 
— Noel Coward
I recently had a chance to put these guidelines 
into practice. The rough draft of a cover I’d been 
working on wasn’t coming together as well as 
I’d hoped, but it received enthusiastic feedback 
from a few random readers in the book’s target 
audience. I persuaded myself that I was being 
hypercritical, and it was probably okay.

But, just to be safe, I ran it past my colleagues. I 
asked for their opinions and made it clear that I 
welcomed “brutal honesty”.

And boy, did they oblige.

In the course of the discussion, I learned:

• The typography was dated and suggested 
“soppy romance”

• It was unclear that the central figure was a 
woman

• The figure clashed with the background

• The subtitle failed to engage readers

• The cover did not appeal to its target 
demographic

• The overall style was more reminiscent of 
a greeting card than contemporary fiction

Ouch.

Ten years ago, I would not have been able to 
accept that criticism. I would have rejected the 
opinions that conflicted with mine. (“So what if 
the font is ‘dated’, Garamond dates back to the 
15th century!”) I would have tried to defend my 
design choices, rather than consider why they 
didn’t work for others. (“What? That’s obviously 
a woman!”)

Having a dozen people agree that the cover 
wasn’t up to standards would have sent me into 
a deep depression.

Instead, reframing that criticism and embracing 
it saved me from a potential disaster. Sure, I 
was disappointed, but after a little reflection and 
a pint of Double Chocolate Fudge ice cream, I 
quickly realized they were absolutely right. I had 
been deceiving myself, and the cover was not 
a good fit for its genre, the target audience, or 
the book itself. In fact, it wasn’t a good cover, 
period. Perhaps not “Alien Conspiracy” bad, but 
nowhere near professional standards.

This book launch would likely have been a 
flop had it not been for the honesty of my 
colleagues.

I’m grateful to them for sharing their experience.

The ALLi Watchdog Desk closely 
observes the self-publishing services 
industry, issues a ratings guide 
and warnings about substandard 
companies, upholds ALLi’s Code 
of Standards and oversees ALLi 
Partner Membership. 

Find out more: 
https://www.allianceindependent
authors.org/alli-watchdog/
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PRODUCTION & 
DISTRIBUTION SERVICES

Includes:  
Ebooks 

Print Books  
Audiobooks
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Production & Distribution Services
360 Digital Books
Services Provided: We offer the highest digital 
quality book printing and binding available. 
Our experts will eliminate confusion and 
uncertainty. Whether you are considering a case 
bound (hard cover), perfect bound (soft cover) 
or spiral bound book, we can accommodate 
your request. Printing is what we do but bringing 
your dreams to life is what we love.

http://www.wbsusa.com/books-article 
info@wbsusa.com

BB Ebooks
Services Provided: Production, Interior 
Formatting for Ebooks/Print, Epub, Mobi, 
Smashwords, .doc, PDF Ebook, PoD Interior  
for CreateSpace or Lightning Source

BB eBooks is committed to providing 
professional ebook design services for all 
clients, whether they are an independent press 
or a self-publishing author.

All ebooks designed by BB eBooks are ready 
for immediate sale at Amazon, Barnes & Noble, 
iBooks, Kobo, Smashwords, and all other major 
eBook platforms.

bbebooksthailand.com 
paul@beebee.asia

Blissetts
Services Provided: As a Royal Warrant 
Holder to Her Majesty the Queen we provide a 
very competitive and high quality printing and 
binding service combined with advice and help 
from the start

From paperback to fine leather bindings we 
have a reputation for delivering the best and as 
a 4th generation family business, established in 
1920, we are passionate in what we do.

www.blissetts.com 
gary.blissett@blissetts.com

Clays Ltd
Services Provided: Production,  
Printing, Distribution

Having been an integral part of the print and 
publishing industry over the last 200 years, 
Clays have the expertise to print any number of 
books, from 21 copies to millions.

We encourage our authors to explore a range 
of options, providing advice on economical 
formats, cover finishes and text paper, and also 
how they can expect to benefit from economies 
of scale. We can help you to make your book 
not only a book, but also a beautiful object.

www.clays.co.uk/indie-publishing 
georgina.aldridge@clays.co.uk 
g.manterfield-ivory@clays.co.uk

CPI Group 
Services Provided: CPI is a premier 
manufacturer of short run and print-on-demand 
books. We have a long tradition of helping 
authors produce their own self published books 
to the highest professional standards. Our  
experienced team is dedicated to helping you at 
every stage of the self publishing process.

www.cpi-print.co.uk/markets/self-publishing/ 
ahowarth@cpi-print.co.uk

DartFrog Books 
Services Provided: DartFrog books are the 
best in self-published literature. Independent 
bookstores in our distribution network place 
our books face front on specially branded shelf 
space. If your book is ready for bookstores, 
DartFrog can help you get it there!

https://dartfrogbooks.com/ 
https://dartfrogbooks.com/pages/contact

Draft2Digital
Services Provided: Draft2Digital helps make 
eBook conversion and distribution as simple as 
possible, so authors can stop worrying and  
start writing. 

http://draft2digital.com 
kevin.tumlinson@draft2digital.com 
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Production & Distribution Services

EBOOK LAUNCH
Services Provided: Professional Book Cover 
Design and Book Formatting services

Ebook Launch is a book formatting company  
for both ebooks and print.

Our focus is formatting for Smashwords, 
Amazon KDP, Google Play Books and 
Createspace. Ebook Launch also designs 
covers for ebooks and POD.

www.ebooklaunch.com 
team@ebooklaunch.com

FCI Digital 
Services Provided: FCI Digital serves as the 
leader in scanning and prepress exclusively 
dedicated to the needs of high quality color 
book publishers and graphic arts professionals. 
Today, FCI Digital continues as the experts in 
digital color management, insuring that files 
and proofs created here will print true to color 
anywhere in the world. 

https://fourcolour.com/   
sales@fourcolour.com

FCM Publishing 
Services Provided: FCM Publishing will 
support and guide you through all the stages 
of your book from initial concept through to 
publishing both in print and as an ebook.  Our 
marketing team can then get to work telling the 
world why they should read your book! 

http://fcmpublishing.co.uk 
enquiries@fcmpublishing.co.uk

Friends of Alice Publishing
Services Provided: Friends of Alice is an 
independent publishing venture based in West 
London. We aim to publish pioneering literature, 
texts in translation, authors unknown, bereft, 
diverse, distinctive and unclassifiable. We serve 
the most outstanding poetry and prose, the 
multicultural and multilingual world and the 
imagination. Our books are sold on Amazon 
both as paperbacks and in Kindle format.      

https://www.friendsofalice.com/ 
hello@friendsofalice.com

Grosvenor House Publishing Ltd
Services Provided: We at Grosvenor House 
Publishing  have worked very hard to offer you, 
the author, a comprehensive, affordable and 
quality alternative to the all too often frustrating 
world of conventional publishing. Our services 
will enable you to realise your dream of 
becoming a published author.

www.grosvenorhousepublishing.co.uk/   
www.grosvenorhousepublishing.co.uk/
contactus.php

Independent Publishing Assistance      
Services Provided: Book production, writing 
and coaching services. 

By hiring our team of experienced and 
successful publishing professionals, your book 
is going to have the best chance of survival in 
today’s saturated market. It will not only hold 
its own alongside its traditionally published 
competitors, but it will be your first real 
stepping stone into launching your career as an 
independent author, sustaining your business, 
and gaining the trust of your readers.

‘We want to help you shine the way you deserve 
to shine.’

https://www.indiepublishingassist.com/ 
ipa@vineleavespress.com.

IngramSpark
Services Provided: Print on demand, e-book 
publishing and distribution

Designed for independent publishers. From print 
on demand to e-book publishing, IngramSpark 
makes getting your content to readers across 
the planet as easy as 1,2…well, you get it.

Your creative genius has already done all the 
hard work; let IngramSpark take care of the 
rest. We offer the same products and services 
enjoyed by big-time publishers—superb quality 
and industry connections backed by decades of 
experience—all made easily accessible to the 
indie-publishing community from one simple-to-
use platform.

www.ingramspark.com/ 
andrew.bromley@ingramcontent.com
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Production & Distribution Services

ListenUp Audio
Services Provided: ListenUp is an award-
winning full-service Audiobook Production 
and Distribution Company. With a talented 
pool of Narrators and Producers in our 
world-class studios located in Atlanta, we 
give authors an easy personalized service, 
including a searchable database of the 
Narrators we work with.

ListenUp can also distribute your audiobook 
globally to all major digital retail, library and 
school platforms including Audible, iTunes, 
Amazon, OverDrive, Findaway, Kobo Audio, 
Hoopla, Storytel, Audiobooks.com, Downpour 
and Listenupaudiobooks.com. You earn high 
Royalties of 80% and can view your sales 
via a Dashboard, as well as receive quarterly 
royalty payments. ALLi members receive a 20% 
Discount off of your Production by entering the 
code Alli18.

www.listenupindie.pub/ALLi 
diane@listenupaudiobooks.com

Ocean Reeve Publishing
Services Provided: Publishing a book is 
an amazing and very satisfying experience. 
Whether you are bringing a book to life for 
personal or professional reasons, it will 
stand the test of time and become a large 
component of your legacy. Being one of 
Australasia’s top book publishers in the 
independent author space, Ocean Reeve 
Publishing prides itself in providing quality 
trade-standard books to help achieve that 
purpose for authors throughout the world.

https://www.oceanreeve.com/  
info@oceanreeve.com
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Depending on the territories you want to target, whether you want to 
distribute in print or or ebook, or audiobook or all of those and more, there 
are options ranging from picking one distributor to a combination of many, 
or even going it alone and working directly with a small group of retailers. 

Don’t be afraid to shop around and see which services will fit your specific 
needs. If you are looking for reviews of the major distribution services, you 
can also check out our regular reviews on selfpublishingadvice.org.

ALLi INSIGHT: PRODUCTION & DISTRIBUTION

Print2Demand Ltd (Book Printing)
Services Provided: Book Printing Services 
produce quality softback and hardback books 
to the highest standard for both Publishers and 
Self Publishers. 

We are proud of our reputation for being easy 
to work with, friendly and very receptive to any 
challenges provided. We believe in making our 
customers feel comfortable with the whole book 
manufacturing process.

https://www.print2demand.co.uk/ 
info@print2demand.co.uk

PublishDrive
Services Provided: Distribution Platform

Increase ebook sales easily with PublishDrive. 
PublishDrive will publish your ebook in more 
than 4oo stores such as Apple iBooks, Google 
Play Books, Kindle, Scribd, Barnes and Noble 
and 400 more. 

http://publishdrive.com/ 
kinga@publishdrive.com

Scotforth Books
Services Provided: Design, Editorial, Sales 
and Marketing Advice, Publishing Packages

The friendly book publishing and production 
company with 30 years’ experience of helping 
authors. Ours is a personal, professional service 
offering expertise in all aspects of publishing. 
We believe self-publishing should  
be an enjoyable process and one where authors 
work with people who genuinely care about 
doing a great job.

www.scotforthbooks.com 
anna@carnegiepublishing.com

Tablo Publishing
Services Provided: Tablo makes publishing a 
real book as easy as publishing a blog. You can 
write or upload a book and publish it in eBook 
& paperback to 40,000 retailers, from Amazon 
and Barnes & Noble to thousands of physical 
stores around the world. It’s one of the largest 
distribution network available to authors, and the 
easiest to use. That’s why over 70,000 authors 
call Tablo home.

https://tablo.io/ 
hello@tablo.io

Thomson-Shore 
Services Provided: Thomson-Shore services 
can provide you with the support you need to 
move your title from manuscript to bookshelf. 
They offer a variety of services to speed you 
on your way, from editing and design to getting 
your work formatted for E-books. 

https://thomsonshore.com 
info@tshore.com

Production & Distribution Services

Read this opinion post by Director 
Orna Ross about whether money 
should be your measure of success 
as a publisher. 

https://selfpublishingadvice.org/
measure-of-self-publishing-success/

Is Money A Measure  
of Success For You?
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Why & How to Build a  
Book Project Plan
By John Wagner-Stafford, 
Ingenium Books
Planning so self-publish a new book in the new 
year? Let John Wagner-Stafford, co-founder of 
ALLi Partner Member Ingenium Books, explain 
how to do this super-efficiently by designing and 
following your own book project plan.

A project plan for your book serves the same 
purpose as the blueprints for the house you’ll 
build, the trip plan for your year-long round-the-
world trip, or the grocery list for your big dinner 
party. It begins with an idea of what you want to 
achieve and ends with the last tasks needed to 
successfully publish your book.

At Ingenium Books, we believe that writing a 
book and self-publishing in today’s marketplace 
requires adopting some good small business 
practices. If you approach your book writing 
and author career like a small business owner, 
you will increase your chances for success. 

Most businesses today pay special attention 
to how they plan their projects. They employ at 
least a few project management best practices 
and some sort of a project management 
system. The general notion of winging it without 
a plan will probably not get you very far when 
running your own business, including when that 
business involves publishing your own book.

What is a project plan for  
your book?
Essentially, a book project plan is a status 
gathering and reporting system.

An example

When I worked at Ubisoft as a video game 
producer and the world entered into a new 
millennium in 2000, I and my team were 
huddled around one of our open-space 
meeting tables setting up and planning a new 

project: Prince of Persia, The Sands of Time. 
We faced many decisions and choices about 
technology, systems, people, and money. My 
responsibility was to sort out how we were 
going to report our progress. Which data 
gathering and reporting system we would use to 
plan, track and report the progress and health of 
this enormous project? Ubisoft wanted to make 
sure each project manager, all the creative 
leads, the game designers, story writers, and 
the producer (me) were all on the same page. 
I chose a combination of Microsoft Project for 
the big picture and a system I developed for the 
daily deliverables.

The systems would need a project manager 
who would enter and update the data daily to 
help us manage dependencies and resources. 
We would literally do the rounds with each 
artist and enter into the database the percent 
of their progress, take note of any anomalies 
or roadblocks in the way of advancement, then 
the report would end up on my desk each 
afternoon, so I would be able to decide how to 
move forward with the next day’s plan.
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Your book project plan

You can use these principles and concepts 
for your book project too. There won’t be quite 
so many moving parts and there will be fewer 
people to deal with.

A book project plan can be a simple task list 
on a piece of paper, several pieces of paper in 
a file folder, or a plan created with a software 
program. Either way, it will have some or all of 
these characteristics:

• May be laid out on a timeline indicating 
when tasks are to be completed, how they 
relate to each other, and what happens if 
they are delayed.

• Provides a view of how long it will take to 
get the job done.

• Offers a window into how much your 
project will cost.

• Gathers together in one place all 
the information you need to answer the 
questions: why, what, when, who, and 
how.

• Answers the question, what if? Your plan 
will allow you to test different scenarios 
and help you choose which one is right for 
any moment.

A plan makes it easier to turn on a dime and 
head in a different direction.

Without a plan, you will not see problems on the 
horizon which are slowing you down now.

And you will have no effective way to course 
correct when things are not quite right.

Benefits of a book project plan
Most authors come to us with an idea, or a 
manuscript of varying quality, in various stages 
of completion. They don’t, however arrive with 
plans. They often haven’t thought of a marketing 
plan, or a distribution plan. Not one has ever 
considered a book project plan. Well, we think 
of—and take care of—the book project plan.

Writing a plan is the first step to organizing your 
project. It delivers a fighting chance for your 
book to get published the way you conceived it.

It helps you identify, in advance, all the very 
components that go into writing and publishing 
your own book. A book project plan focuses on 
getting the important things done at the right 
time and it helps you choose priorities.

Your plan will let you see which tasks are falling 
behind or which one need to be advanced. It 
lets you see what happens to your scheduled 
publish date if things get delayed. (Like maybe 
completing the first draft of your manuscript 
is taking you way longer than you expected. It 
happens.)
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Creating your book project plan will help relieve 
the burden of constantly wondering if you’re on 
top of every detail. It will let you focus on the big 
picture.

How do you put a book project 
plan together?
You’ll need to do a bit of research, and it will 
take a bit of time to get it all set up right. Here 
are some high-level project plan components 
you can start with to get you going.

1. A plan/purpose statement

2. Big-picture task list with estimated 
durations and dependencies (what other 
tasks are dependent on this one)

3. Resources list

4. Deliverables list and their costs

5. Timeline (could be Excel or Numbers, at 
Ingenium Books we use Aeon)

1. A project purpose statement

Your purpose statement includes why you are 
writing your book. It will address what you 
expect to gain personally and professionally 

as a result of writing your book and what are 
you able and willing to invest to get your book 
published (time and money).

If you have already created a purpose 
statement, add it to your book project plan. You 
will be reminded of your purpose each time you 
update your plan. When you hit a rough patch, 
or become overwhelmed, having your purpose 
statement right up front on your book project 
plan will help you answer the question, “Why am 
doing this, and why now?”

2. Big-picture task list
What you add to your task list will depend on 
what stage you are at in getting your book 
published. Your task list could also be affected 
by the subject and genre of your book. If you 
have a lot of writing to do to finish the first draft 
of your manuscript, you might break down your 
writing tasks by chapter. It will also depend a bit 
on what help you are planning to obtain from 
others:

• Are you hiring a cover designer?

• Editor?

• Marketing specialist?
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If you have a lot of research to do, for example, 
that might make its way onto the task list.

In general, though, the big-picture tasks will be 
similar for most authors and most books.  Here 
is an example of a partial list of starting-point 
tasks we add to our plans to get your book 
published:

✓    Project start

✓    Project purpose

✓    Marketing plan

✓    Manuscript development

✓    Marketing implementation

✓    Distribution prep

✓    Pre-Launch marketing

✓    Launch week

✓    Post-launch marketing

Of course, under any of these high-level tasks, 
you will need to add subtasks. Adding these 
subtasks to the project plan for your book has 
pro and con implications, in particular related to 
manageability and clarity.

With more detail comes more effort. There will 
be more follow up and more reporting, BUT you 
are less apt to miss out on the little things.

With less detail, the process is much easier to 
manage, follow, and report on. But you might 
miss something important.

3. Resources list
Simple and easy. This is where you identify who 
will be doing what. You can do this in one of 
two ways. Use titles, or use people’s names. 
We use titles like author, cover designer, 
editor, proofreader, formatter, etc. If yours is a 
simple plan and you are doing most of the work 
yourself, then you might not need this. (A word 
of advice though, never underestimate the need 
for an editor. If you hire no one else to help with 
your book, at least hire an editor!)

4. Deliverables list
Adding a deliverables list is essential. It does 
not need to be exhaustive but will help when 
you are identifying dependencies. Assigning 
dependencies will help to realize the impact 
of early or late delivery on other tasks or 
deliverables, such as your launch date.

Record the deliverable and who will be 
responsible for the delivery. Determine the 
duration, the cost, and what task(s) need to be 
finished before this can start and which task(s) 
cannot start until it is delivered. The result of 
adding deliverables to your project timeline 
might look like this in your plan.

5. Project timeline 
The project timeline is part of the system and 
can take on one of many forms. It can be as 
simple as your Outlook or Google calendar. You 
can use an Excel spreadsheet or sophisticated 
gantt chart software. The important notion is 
to create a view of the progression of each 
task and how it relates to time passing, when it 
should be completed, and the order in relation 
to the other tasks. As your project progresses, 
modify the dates or position in your system to 
give you a view of how the changes affect what 
is to come.  Here are a few examples:

Conclusion
By preparing a book project plan you will 
provide yourself with:

• an effective means to monitor how your 
project is advancing

• a view of which tasks are not panning out 
as planned

• what effect that might have on the overall 
project

It will help you better manage your book project 
in a professional, business-like manner.

And, approaching your book project with a 
small-business perspective will pay off in 
spades by saving time and money. Also, you’ll 
appear to be organized and professional in the 
eyes of your suppliers and it will boost your own 
confidence about getting your book published. 
Period.

John is co-founder of Ingenium Books, which 
is a partner member of ALLi. He’s also a serial 
entrepreneur and a creative project producer. 
He’s also a serial entrepreneur and a creative 
project producer and is co-author, with his wife 
and business partner Boni Wagner-Stafford, of 
Rock Your Business: 26 Essential Lessons to 
Start, Run, and Grow Your New Business From 
the Ground Up.
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MARkETING &  
PROMOTION SERVICES

Includes:  
Press 

Promotion 
Publicity



42

 
Author Connections
Services Provided: Author Connections 
(AC) is devoted to editing and marketing 
excellent books for discerning readers. 
1-1 service from a professional advisor. 
A2Z Editing helps each author stay true to 
the story vision or nonfiction message. We 
also research and build Custom Marketing 
Plans (CMP) crafted specifically for 
each author’s needs. For more info and 
SPECIAL DISCOUNT, complete the 
author intro at www.authorconnections.
com and use code ALLI19. XX

www.authorconnections.com/     
info@authorconnections.com

Author Marketing Club
Services Provided: Tools & training to help 
authors sell more books

At the Author Marketing Club, you will join a 
robust community of other authors who feel 
your pain and who want to work together to help 
each other learn how to promote their books.

www.authormarketingclub.com 
info@authormarketingclub.com

Author Marketing Experts, Inc.
Services Provided: Custom book marketing 
and publicity campaigns 

AME is always leading the way in following 
(and testing!) new strategies for reaching real 
readers who buy and recommend books,  We 
specialize in turning authors into success 
stories with innovative, personalized strategies 
and publicity campaigns.

www.amarketingexpert.com 
info@amarketingexpert.com

Author Marketing Services
Services Provided: We take a very hands-on 
approach to marketing your book. We hand 
select all media, we develop pitches for each of 
your markets, and we optimize your presence 
on sites like Amazon and Goodreads. Our social 
media programs are also designed by hand-
selecting content and visuals that are known to 
appeal to your market.

www.amarketingexpert.com/ 
info@amarketingexpert.com

Authorsite.co.uk
Services Provided: At Authorsite.co.uk we 
are experts in website design for authors. Our 
bespoke and fully featured web platform is 
specifically tailored for the needs of authors.
The system is designed with layouts for author 
profiles , book listings , reviews and book 
purchase options to make it super easy for 
an author to get a great website with all the 
features they need. 

http://www.authorsite.co.uk/

The Author Site 
Services Provided: The team here at The Author 
Site will provide you with your new professional 
and extremely robust author site at prices you 
can afford. Let us handle your web design, author 
branding and the techy stuff and we will deliver 
you the author site you always wanted. 

www.theauthorsite.com/  
melissa@theauthorsite.com

BadRedHead Media 
Services Provided: Bad Redhead Media 
creates effective social media and book 
marketing campaigns for authors. We figure 
out the maze that is social media, simplify it 
and make it work for you. Our specialties are 
social media: Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn and 
Google +; visual media: YouTube, Instagram 
and  Pinterest  as well as providing services 
in blogging basics, branding, book marketing, 
engagement strategy, Amazon and author 
platform development. 

http://badredheadmedia.com/ 

Marketing & Promotion Services
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Bakerview Consulting
Services Provided: Book consultancy

I bring 15+ years of teaching and technical 
training to the world of authors. As an author 
of 10 books addressing technical subjects for 
authors, I can explain any aspect of publishing 
and marketing a book from the setup of an 
author platform to blogging training. For authors 
who are overwhelmed by the technical world, I 
offer a variety of packages of assistance from 
occasional help to dedicated monthly help.

http://bakerviewconsulting.com 
barb@bakerviewconsulting.com

Blue Ink Review
Services Provided: Promotional  
Services, Reviews

BlueInk Review is a fee-based review service 
devoted exclusively to self-published titles.
BlueInk offers honest, objective reviews penned 
by professionals whose bylines have appeared 
in prestigious publications or who have edited 
for major publishing houses.

Reviews appear on BlueInk’s website and 
are widely syndicated to readers and industry 
professionals.

www.blueinkreview.com 
info@blueinkreview.com

Book Hub
Services Provided: Founded in 2016, Book 
Hub offers independent authors promotional 
opportunities through our mailshots to a 
dedicated readers’ list, as well as managing 
cross-promotions, review requests and more. 
Check out the website for all the details.

www.bookhub.online 
team@bookhub.online

BooksGoSocial
Services Provided: A long term book 
promotion service, which focuses on increasing 
your daily book sales.

We provide advice on improving your book 
presentation on Amazon, and then promoting 
books to our Twitter followers, we have over 
725,000, and to our Facebook groups, where we 
have over 25,000 members and on email to over 
100,000. We also offer a money back guarantee.  
We provide training for authors online. And we 
founded the Dublin Writers Conference in 2015. 

We are not effective for literary fiction, 
experimental fiction, poetry, YA, memoir or 
children’s books.

www.YourBookPromoter.com 
lob@yourasms.com

Bublish
Services Provided:  Whether you’ve written 
multiple books or are just starting your first, 
Bublish can help you promote your work and 
build your brand. We simplify your online 
marketing process by making it a more natural 
part of your book production. Our mission at 
Bublish is to more fully integrate marketing and 
brand building into publishing workflows, and 
automate some of the more complex processes 
around discoverability.   

www.bublish.com/ 
info@bublish.com

Buzbooks.com 
Services Provided:  Our creative team has 
years of experience successfully creating 
bestselling books in almost every genre. 

We understand your audience and know how 
to ensure your book finds its perfect place in 
the market. As a preferred supplier to Amazon’s 
self-publishing platform CreateSpace we 
provide cost effective design without cutting the 
quality of creativity.

https://buzbooks.com/  
authorservices@buzbooks.com
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Cameron Publicity and  
Marketing Ltd
Services Provided: Dynamic book publicity, 
promotion and marketing services for 
independent authors including media publicity 
campaigns (television, radio, newspapers, 
magazines, online and blogs), social media, 
press releases, NetGalley listings, author 
websites, book trailers and more

Every service tailor made to the book and 
author. Find out how we can help you to reach 
your audience.

www.cameronpm.co.uk 
info@cameronpm.co.uk

Chanticleer Reviews & Media, LLC
Services Provided: Editorial Book Reviews, 
Manuscript Overviews, International Novel 
Writing Competitions, Editorial Services, 
Vetted Trade Show Representation, Annual 
Conference & Awards Ceremony, and 
Chanticleer Reviews magazine

www.ChanticleerReviews.com  
kbrown@chantireviews.com

Elly Donovan PR
Services Provided: Publicity campaigns for 
independent authors and publishers

I offer a range of defined “PR Packages” at 
fixed prices. I work across the UK & Irish media 
(including TV, radio, newspapers, magazines 
and websites) and have a good track record 
of obtaining interviews, feature articles and 
reviews for my authors.  I also offer a range of 
other PR services including Media Training and 
Event PR.

Formerly the PR Manager at two publishing 
houses, I have also worked as an advertising 
copywriter, PR project manager and a 
magazine journalist/editor. 

www.ellydonovan.co.uk/services 
elly@ellydonovan.co.uk

iAuthor
Services Provided: The “Pinterest for books”, 
iAuthor offers a unique range of brand-building 
tools for authors and publishers

Interactive book samples, crowdsourced book 
themes and real-time analytics are free for all. 
We offer native advertising in an affordable 
premium package.

“Genuine about tailoring the process to suit your 
needs and goals.”

Michael Miller, Author & ALLi member

www.iauthor.uk.com 
info@iauthor.uk.com

Independent Author Network
Services Provided: The Independent Author 
Network (IAN) is a community of authors who 
are self published or published by a small 
indie press. IAN is an important resource for 
independent authors who count on the site for 
effective and affordable book promotion. More 
than 20,000 readers visit IAN each day to find 
great books by our talented authors.

www.independentauthornetwork.com 
independentauthornetwork@gmail.com

Inkflash.com 
Services Provided: 3D Book Preview widget 
that you can display on your own website for 
free

Simply upload your book interior PDF and 
cover images, and we’ll transform them into an 
interactive 3D rendering with its own page on 
Inkflash. Display the same 3D widget on your 
own website by copying & pasting a single line 
of HTML code. There’s nothing else quite like it 
on the web - the perfect way to make your book 
stand out.

www.inkflash.com

Marketing & Promotion Services
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LitRing 
Services Provided:  LitRing connects readers 
and authors with the best books and giveaways 
around! For authors, we offer weekly group 
promos, specialty book launch packages, 
budget and premium list-building opportunities, 
and ad design, targeting, and placement. Our 
reader group boasts more than 11,000 active 
members--all of whom love getting to know 
authors!

https://www.litring.com/  
authors@litring.com

Natasha Orme
Services Provided: Natasha Orme graduated 
from the University of Winchester with a degree 
in Creative Writing before she began her 
work in marketing. Providing content creation, 
editorial and marketing services, Natasha 
enjoys working with authors and writers to 
achieve their dreams.

http://www.natashaorme.com  
info@natashaorme.com

Novel Websites 
Services Provided: Novel Websites are a 
friendly client centric team who wish to create 
an outstanding website to help you promote 
your book. We create websites that will 
empower you to further market your literary 
creations. We understand your journey and 
would be delighted to walk it with you.

https://novel-websites.co.uk/  
phil@novel-websites.co.uk

Payhip
Services Provided: Payhip is an e-commerce 
platform that enables authors to sell directly to 
their fans and followers using just a link

You can simply upload your ebook, enter the 
price and start selling on Twitter, Facebook 
or your own website. Payhip takes care of 
file storage, payment processing and ebook 
delivery to your customers.

https://payhip.com 
abs@payhip.com

Readers in the Know
Services Provided: For authors, the site 
provides a unique way to reach an international 
audience of readers whose preferences more 
closely match your books

In addition, you’ll benefit from permanent, 
linkable web pages for you and for each 
edition of each of your books, with the ability 
to schedule promos and events in just a few 
clicks. What’s more, you have a full 60 days 
to evaluate whether you think it’s worth the 
small annual membership fee to remain listed 
indefinitely.

www.readersintheknow.com 
simon@readersintheknow.com

Many writers say they don’t want to market 
their own books, because it interferes with 
their writing time. That split often arises  
from misunderstanding what marketing a 
book means. 

Marketing is not a grubby must-do where 
we try to manipulate or bludgeon the reader, 

but an opportunity to more fully engage with 
what we’re trying to say as writers – and 
a way to go out and meet our readers and 
carry forward our message. 

Viewed this way, your social updates and 
marketing can become a creative opportunity 
– which is surely why we write?

ALLi INSIGHT: MARKETING & PROMOTION
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Self Publishing Formula
Services Provided: We provide courses to help 
authors starting out, and those farther along 
with their careers

www.selfpublishingformula.com 
mark@selfpublishingformula.com

 
SmartAuthorsLab
Services Provided:  SmartAuthorsLab 
is the place where authors discover the 
best ways to improve their book exposure 
through book marketing and growing an 
author platform. We are different to some 
of the other book marketing sites on the 
web in that we don’t prescribe a specific 
tool to use. Every book and every author 
is different, so what works for one may not 
work for another. Instead, inside the Lab 
we embrace experimentation, to see what 
works for you.

https://smartauthorslab.com/   
https://smartauthorslab.com/contact

Where Writers Win 
Services Provided: Where Writers Win offer a 
full suite of author marketing services including 
author websites, social media training, video 
book trailers and free advice articles. PLUS, 
their unique Winner Circle: an Author Resource 
Market of curated influencers, packed with 
vetted reviewers by genre, live book clubs, 
writers conferences and book festivals, writing 
competitions, bookstores, online tools, PR 
templates, videos and more.

https://writerswin.com/  
info@writerswin.com

Whizzbuzz Books
Services Provided: Whizbuzz Books is a 
unique economical book promotion platform 
for all authors and every genre. From debut 
to award winners, small press publishers and 
self-publishers, poetry, short stories, novels and 
non-fiction. We have developed many avenues 
for your readers to discover new books and 
are always working hard to find new and more 
innovative ways to increase online exposure for 
our authors.

https://whizbuzzbooks.com/                                                                                                               
derekhaines@mac.com

Write|Publish|Sell
Services Provided: Author Support through 
the publishing process, interior layout, ebook 
conversion, DIY training programs

Write.Publish.Sell is here to provide author 
coaching, publishing and book launch support, 
and other author support services. We offer 
soup to nuts support (ie a one-stop-shop) to 
provide the services and guidance you need 
with publishing your book while reducing the 
stress you face from all the different decisions 
and elements involved.

http://writepublishsell.co 
info@writepublishsell.co

Written Word Media
Services Provided: Marketing and Promotion 
Services

Written Word Media has served over 30,000 
authors many of whom are self-published, 
and works with 3 of the big 5 major publishers 
as well as a long list of smaller publishers 
and publicists on book promotions.   Written 
Word Media has a combined audience of over 
800,000 readers of which over 600,000 receive 
email book recommendations based on their 
genre and device preferences. 

https://www.writtenwordmedia.com/  
ricci@writtenwordmedia.com
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Opinion: Putting Readers First 
– an Essential Ingredient of 
Successful Book Marketing
By David Penny,  ALLi 
Authorpreneur Member Moderator 
and author of the Thomas 
Berrington Historical Mysteries
David Penny makes a plea for indie authors 
to focus on marketing to their readers rather 
than to other writers, to make the best use of 
marketing time and resources, and to free up 
more time for writing.

I consider myself lucky … very lucky. It has 
been said it’s strange how luck always seems to 
happen to people who work the hardest. Well, 
let me tell you – that’s not me!

So how can I say I’m lucky?

Because I recognised early on in my (second) 
writing career, exactly who I need to market my 
books to – and that’s readers.

It might sound like an obvious thing to say, 
but I’ve met so many writers who haven’t yet 
learned this lesson.

When I started self-publishing historical novels 
in 2014, I connected on social media with a 
frenzy as I attempted to persuade people to 
buy my books. Oh, I was a good social member 
and didn’t spam my titles, but I had made a big 
mistake with who I was connecting to.

Who are YOU talking to?
I like talking with writers. I love nothing 
better than attending conferences or sitting 
down to discuss how we create what we do, 
what problems we encounter, and how we get 
over them.

And the one topic that comes up over and over 
again is: “How can I sell more books?”

Some people consider I have had a small 
measure of success, but that is far from the 

truth – except, I do sell books. Not thousands 
a day, most days not even a hundred a day, but 
my sales are consistent – at least they were 
until some time in September when Amazon 
tweaked a secret algorithm.

I put this small measure of success down to one 
simple fact:

I discovered that who I need to talk to on social 
media are readers. Not writers, although they 
read too, but there are a lot less of them, and 
they read differently.

How Many Readers Must YOU 
Reach?
I also discovered that for every thousand 
readers out there, possibly only one or two of 
them might like my books.

I can hear everyone screaming now. Argh! 0.1% 
That’s terrible! But no, it’s not.

For instance, a 2015 survey indicates that 
“only”72% of Americans have read a book 
in the last year. Extrapolating from that 
means 234 million Americans read at least 
one book last year.

Feature
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So if 1 in 1,000 might like my book, that 
means 234,000 Americans make up my 
demographic.

See – doesn’t that sound a lot better than 
0.1%? And maybe, just maybe, it’s more than 
0.1%.

Imagine it’s 1%, or even 10%. That’s a lot of 
potential readers.

How to Find YOUR Readers
But how to reach them?

Well – what do these people do? Where do 
they buy their books?

Amazon
A lot of people don’t like Amazon. Whether 
you do or don’t, there is no getting around the 
fact it’s where people go to buy books. And 
Amazon offers you the option to advertise your 
books on their platform.

Hey – what a great idea. No more talking to 
other writers in dark rooms – talk to the people 
who are actually looking for their next great 
read.

Facebook
The same goes for Facebook. Love it or hate 
it, they have over 200 million users in the 
USalone. Over a billion worldwide.

Facebook allows you to advertise to those who 
read, in my case, Historical Fiction, and who like 
books by other similar writers on similar topics.

Making My Own Luck
That’s what makes me lucky. I discovered this 
over two years ago, and my daily sales rose 
from, well, quite often nothing, to between 60-
120 books a day. For the last two years I’ve 
been selling close to 24,000 books a year. 
No, it doesn’t make me a bestseller, but it does 
plant me fi rmly in the mid-list of authors, and 
generates well above the median author 
income.

What NOT to Do
I often see writers spending huge amounts of 
time trying to get their name known, trying to 
sell books, and most of this effort is a waste.

Some of it, I admit, is fun, but it’s expensive 
fun.

An example of what is fun but really sells very 
few books are:

• personal appearances

• blog tours

• giveaways on Goodreads

• giving your books away for free

Networking with other authors can be great fun, 
but it’s not effective book marketing, says David 
Penny, seen here with Lee Child
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This last one I’m not against, but only as part 
of an overall marketing plan – and preferably 
in conjunction with a Bookbub featured deal.

The former efforts all tend to be where you end 
up talking to other writers.

What Counts? Readers Count!
As a writer in search of readers, you need 
to concentrate on what works, what promotion 
offers the biggest bang for your buck.

Attending a book fair might cost you several 
hundred (or even thousand) dollars. Think about 
how many readers you could touch if you spent 
that kind of money on advertising.

So think about how much time you spend on 
marketing – on all the things you try and do 
to make your name known and your books on 
people’s buy lists. Think about how much of that 
time is effective, and how many readers you 
have contacted.

Now think about how much time you spend 
on doing that.

My Five-Minute Marketing Routine
And now I’ll tell you how much time, on average, 
I spend a day on marketing: five minutes.

Marketing isn’t hard. Making up your mind to 
concentrate on what is effective is much harder.

But it’s a lesson worth persevering with, 
because by concentrating on what works, and 
discarding what doesn’t, you learn a valuable 
lesson that will improve more than just your 
marketing, but your writing as well.

 
David Penny moderate 
ALLi’s Authorpreneur forum. 
Authorpreneur members are 
those who have sold more than 
50,000 books, or KU or business 
equivalent, in the past two years. 
Authorpreneurs makes up 7% of 
ALLi’s membership and through our 
Self-Publishing 3.0 campaign we 
encourage more authors to take the 
steps to grow indepenedent author 
businesses that do not rely on 
any single publisher or publishing 
services. Read more:  
https://www.allianceindependent 
authors.org/self-publishing-3-0/
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MULTI/FULL SERVICE
Includes:  

Full Publishing Packages 
Rights and Contracts  

Miscellaneous
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Multi/F
ull Service

MAIN LOGO MARK ONLY COLOR ALTERNATES

ALTERNATES  (REQUIRE APPROVAL FOR USE)

C: 0
M: 100
Y: 35
K: 0

C: 0
M: 0
Y: 0
K: 90

hello@girlfridayproductions.com

Declare your 
independence with 
indie publishing 
at Girl Friday
Overwhelmed by the complex world of 
self-publishing? Let our people gather 
around your vision to bring your dream, 
your thought leadership, your story to life.

Aaxel Author Services 
Services Provided: We at Aaxel Author 
Services are passionate about helping you 
enjoy a successful author career by publishing 
quality books that you can be proud of. We 
provide a powerful team of book professionals 
that are committed to making your book the best 
it can possibly be. 

Our ghostwriters, editors, book formatters, 
illustrators and publicists all have solid track 
records in their fields and produce top-notch 
work for our clients.

www.aaxelauthorservices.com/ 
info@aaxelauthorservices.com

Aelurus Publishing
Services Provided: Publishing Formatting, 
cover design, content and copy editing, lmter 
marketing

Here at Aelurus Publisher we publish really high 
quality fiction – books we can get excited about. 
We offer a small advance ($500) for books we 
think have loads of potential.

In addition we offer we offer quality services to 
the self-publisher.  

http://aeluruspublishing.com/
jeff@aeluruspublishing.com

Amnet
Services Provided: Amnet offers integrated 
and flexible solutions for managing the self-
publishing requirements of individual authors, 
be that paperback, eBook or print on demand. 
Creating stunning book cover designs is part of 
our full-service offering for authors. 

With our deep expertise in publishing and 24-7 
support, we are a preferred partner for authors 
to transform their manuscripts into market-ready 
books at economical prices.  

https://amnet-systems.com/services-2/
content/author-services/  
authorservices@amnet-systems.com

Anita D. McClellan Associates 
Services Provided: We help you get focused 
and gain traction with spot-on writing, rewrites, 
editorial feedback, coaching from concept to 
finished work. 

http://www.anitamcclellan.com/ 
adm@anitamcclellan.com

Amie McCracken
Services Provided: Editing, proofreading, 
typesetting, ebook formatting, cover design, 
self-publishing help

With self-publishing you will also need to 
consider typesetting, ebook formatting, and 
cover design. I am your woman for the job. I can 
give you an all-around finished product, ready to 
upload to your distributors (and I can even help 
with that process if you are totally lost). I am 
proficient in InDesign, Photoshop, html coding, 
and indie publishing knowledge. If you can 
dream up a funky layout, I can make it happen. 

http://www.amiemccracken.com/ 
amie.mccracken@gmail.com
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AuthorImprints
Services Provided: AuthorImprints is an 
award-winning, professional independent 
publishing services company. We have helped 
more than a hundred authors, businesses 
and other organizations launch independent 
publishing imprints which, in turn, has resulted 
in the successful publication of more than 250 
books, and counting…   

https://www.authorimprints.com/

Better Scribe
Services Provided: Manuscript assessment, 
writing coaching and mentoring, editing, 
proofreading

The professionals at Better Scribe have more 
than a decade of experience built upon a 
passion for storytelling, literacy and education. 
We assist writers in becoming authors by 
providing the following services: Picture 
Book Manuscript Assessment, Short Story 
Manuscript Assessment, Novella and Novel 
Manuscript Assessment, Proofreading Services, 
Editing Services and Writing Coaching.

http://www.betterscribe.com/   
kelly@betterscribe.com

Book Launchers
Services Provided: Book Launchers helps 
authors in the United States and Canada 
write, self-publish, and sell their books. We 
fully support you through the phases of self-
publishing, from writing to editing, and finally 
promoting your book. You own 100% of the 
content, have total creative control, and keep 
all the royalties. Our publishing team is YOUR 
publishing team.

https://booklaunchers.com/  
team@booklaunchers.com

BookBaby
Services Provided: BookBaby makes self-
publishing easy: From book printing, eBooks, 
editing, distribution, cover design and more

BookBaby creates and distributes your printed 
and eBooks to the largest distribution network, 
including Amazon, iBooks, Barnes & Noble, and 
many other popular retailers. You’ll keep 100% 
of your book’s net sales, and retain all rights 
and creative control.  

Best of all - you can call us at 1-877-961-6878 
and talk through the process with a fellow writer 
who’s invested in the success of your book.

www.bookbaby.com 
info@bookbaby.com

 
Bookcollective
Services Provided: PR, editing, book 
cover design, website creation, blog tours, 
digital marketing and mentoring.

Bookollective are a multi award-winning 
team offering a range of impactful 
publicity, promotion and marketing 
options, editing services, book cover 
design and website creation. Bookollective 
work alongside publishers, industry 
professionals and direct with writers; we 
pride ourselves on quality service with a 
friendly approach from our growing team. 
Bookollective also host regular networking 
events and literary areas within festivals.

www.bookollective.com 
aimee@bookollective.com 

CompletelyNovel
Services Provided: CompletelyNovel is a 
friendly publishing service and advice centre, 
specialising in high quality print-on-demand

Authors can create, publish and sell print books 
worldwide and keep 100% of their royalties. Our 
unique subscription model enables authors to 
price their books very competitively and earn 
great royalties without large upfront fees. Since 
2008 we’ve been helping thousands of people 
on their publishing journeys - visit our website to 
find out how we can help you. Publishing plans 
start at £7.99/$11.99 per month.

www.completelynovel.com 
team@completelynovel.com

Multi/F
ull Service
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Girl Friday Productions  
Services Provided: Editing, book 
cover design, formatting, ebook and 
audiobooks, marketing strategy, Amazon 
optimization, website design, social 
media campaigns and ad management, 
digital publicity, author platform growth 
programs, and more.

Girl Friday’s award-winning publishing 
program delivers a complete, specialized 
team and traditional-quality production 
process, supported by launch strategies 
uniquely built for indie authors. We don’t 
split your royalties, because we believe in 
putting publishing power in the hands of 
creators. 

www.girlfridayproductions.com 
christina@girlfridayproductions.com

GunBoss Books
Services Provided: Print and ebook 
design and formatting, cover design, 
copy to full developmental editing, author 
websites, help submitting your book to 
online services, virtually every aspect of 
publishing your book

With an international client base and over 25 
years’ experience in print and digital media, 
we can find the best solution to make your 
book look and feel its best. Our flexible prices 
mean we can help as much or as little as you 
want us to be. Contact us now.

www.gunboss.com 
enquiries@gunboss.com

Heddon Publishing
Services Provided: Editing, Proofreading, 
Formatting, Publishing and Managed Services

We consider quality books in most genres, 
fiction and non-fiction. The aim is to get the 
content right, spot and address inconsistencies, 
and to get your book in the best possible shape 
before it is released into the world.

www.heddonpublishing.com 
katharine@heddonpublishing.com

Historical Novel Society
Services Provided: The Historical Novel 
Society are a literary society devoted to 
promoting the enjoyment of historical fiction. 
We are based in the USA and the UK but we 
welcome members (who can be readers or 
writers) from all round the world.

https://historicalnovelsociety.org/   

I_AM Self-Publishing
Services Provided: Quality production: 
editing (including a 1-to-1 with your editor), 
proofreading, award-winning cover design and 
typesetting, printing, eBook conversion and 
global distribution (you keep 100% royalties)

Comprehensive marketing: author websites, 
video trailers, social media branding, bookmarks, 
press releases and an online author marketing 
course that teaches you how to create and 
execute a successful marketing plan. 

All projects are different, so we tailor our 
services for you. Book a free 1-to-1 consultation 
and we will help you work out what is best for 
your book.

www.iamselfpublishing.com 
hello@iamselfpublishing.com

Multi/F
ull Service
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Independent Ink
Services Provided: editing, proofreading, 
cover design, internal design and formatting for 
print and digital and online distribution.

Independent Ink is a one-stop shop for 
self-publishing authors. Based in Brisbane, 
Australia, our team of specialist editors and 
designers work with you to produce a book 
you will be proud of, that is both beautiful and 
professional. 
Our services are tailor-made to suit your needs.

www.independentink.com.au 
ann@independentink.com.au

Indie Authors World
Services Provided: Imagine your book as a 
beautiful paperback and eBook on sale around 
the world with no techie headaches to manage 
and you keeping 100% of your royalties. We do 
that for you. Our customers say we make self-
publishing an enjoyable, pain free experience 
by offering a complete service including editing, 
cover and interior design, marketing solutions 
and so much more

If you want a friendly, professional, responsive 
service that truly cares about publishing your 
book call Kim now.

http://indieauthorsworld.com/ 
kim@indieauthorsworld.com

IndieBookLauncher.com
Services Provided: Editing (all types), cover 
design, illustration, interior layout (e-book 
and print), POD, press printing, distribution, 
marketing, author platform, project planning

From start to finish, we help your fiction or non-
fiction book reach its full potential with a plan 
that’s customized to your budget and needs. 
Access our decades of combined experience 
through friendly, responsive, and professional 
one-on-one relationships. Our priority is helping 
you succeed. Call us!

www.indiebooklauncher.com 
info@indiebooklauncher.com

Ingenium Books 
Services Provided: Our purpose at Ingenium 
Books is to help you professionally self-publish 
with expertise you can trust. And we have an 
awesome team  of award-winning journalists, 
authors, editors and marketeers to do that. 

https://ingeniumbooks.com/  
hello@ingeniumbooks.com

Izzard Ink Publishing
Services Provided: Izzard Ink offers options 
and expertise while providing you, the author, 
the royalties and involvement that you only get 
with self-publishing. Our services are provided 
à la carte to allow you to call the shots. From a 
custom cover to the complete package of copy 
and content editing, cover design and layout, to 
distribution and marketing, we have you covered.

https://izzardink.com/ 
https://izzardink.com/contact-us
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Kazoo Publishing
Services Provided: Kazoo simplifies the 
often bewildering process of self-publishing by 
providing a comprehensive and professional 
editing, design and publishing service under 
one roof

We work closely with you to make sure your 
book is of the highest standard before print and 
digital publication. The process takes an average 
of eight weeks from start to finish. It is important 
to us that your book reaches the highest 
standards and that you are completely satisfied. 

http://www.kazoopublishing.com/

Luminare Press
Services Provided: Our goal is simple. As your 
publishing partner, we want to help you make 
a book that you will be proud of. We pledge to 
guide you through the maze of book creation 
and provide the high -quality, affordable services 
that you need to have the best publishing 
experience possible. 

https://www.luminarepress.com/     
info@luminarepress.com

Matador Publishing
Services Provided: Matador is perhaps the 
UK’s most widely known supplier of high quality 
self-publishing services (production, marketing 
and retail distribution) in the UK. We have been 
offering bespoke quality self-publishing services 
to authors in all genres since 1999, through 
both print on demand, short run and longer run 
printing, and ebooks

We are selective in what we take on for 
publishing so that we can maintain quality of 
content, and as a result, our reputation with UK 
retailers is impeccable. Full information on our 
website. 

www.troubador.co.uk/matador 
matador@troubador.co.uk

Novel Publicity                     
Services Provided: Novel Publicity provides 
marketing, editing, and formatting services 
for all authors, regardless of their paths to 
publication. Connecting authors with the perfect 
audiences for their books is what we do best. 
Whether you’ve come to us for a top-notch 
eBook format, a rigorous line-edit, or a custom-

tailored marketing campaign, you’ll find it’s all 
about the author around here.

http://www.novelpublicity.com/  
contact@novelpublicity.com

The Pen Factor
Services Provided: Assisted Services

A state-of-the-art feedback and discovery 
engine. Every story you submit receives 
three independent reviews.  Our algorithm, 
affectionately known as Ophelia, detects the best 
25% and places them in the spotlight. Twice per 
year we select a winner and introduce them to a 
leading UK literary agency, Cornerstones, who 
scout for a wide number of agents.

http://www.penfactor.com/ 

Spiffing Covers   
Services Provided: SpiffingCovers is a 
specialist team of industry professionals who 
comprehensively understand the requirements 
and expectations of authors and independent 
publishers; enabling the highest possible 
standard of service. Book cover design, 
typesetting, proof-reading, editing, eBook 
development, distribution, print, print-on-demand, 
websites and marketing & PR tools are our core 
services; each undertaken with a level of care 
that is unparalleled in the industry.

https://spiffingcovers.com/ 
enquiries@spiffingcovers.com

Prepare to Publish Ltd 
Services Provided: structural/development 
editing, copy editing, typesetting (print and 
digital), proofreading

Prepare to Publish offers top-to-tail book 
production services to anyone from self-
publishers to major publishing companies. It’s 
run by editor Andrew Chapman (a Professional 
SfEP member) and novelist/lecturer C M Taylor, 
and we have a team of more than a dozen 
freelancers, so we can find the right people for 
every project, fiction or non-fiction. We have 
even developed our own style and consistency 
checking software, The Bookalyser, to help 
authors and editors.

www.preparetopublish.com    
mail@preparetopublish.com 
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S&H Publishing, Inc.
Services Provided: High quality fiction for the 
contemporary woman

We provide one final edit and professional cover 
design. Marketing support available. Join our 
select international authors. Short & Helpful 
online writer workshops

www.sandhbooks.com 
books@sandpublishin.com

SilverWood Books
Services Provided: SilverWood Books 
offers the high standard of trade publishing, 
individually tailored to an author’s needs. Our 
friendly, expert team works closely with authors 
at each stage of the publication process, and 
SilverWood is now recognised as one of the 
UK’s most professional and supportive author 
services companies

Our submissions process is selective, which 
means we give honest manuscript feedback. 
We produce print and ebooks to the highest 
standards, and our list features traditionally-
published, hybrid, and self-published writers.

http://www.silverwoodbooks.co.uk 
info@silverwoodbooks.co.uk

Standout Books
Services Provided: Author Publishing 
Packages, Editorial, Website Design, 
Conversion.

In a world full of systems, outsourced services, 
and automated responses, the Standout 
Books team aim to make your self-publishing 
journey more about your needs and less about 
conveyor-belt publishing. 

We work hard to deliver as much value as 
possible to you. If you’re looking for editing 
services, publishing packages, or website 
design, we’d love to talk to you about your 
project. 

www.standoutbooks.com/alli 
alli@standoutbooks.com

Stergiou Ltd  
Services Provided: Stergiou Limited provide 
integrated and efficient solutions to create 
and publish high-quality books, eBooks and 
audiobooks. We support self-publishers and 
independent authors to reach their world 
audience. We speciaise in advanced designing, 
conversions to ePub or other formats, books 
and eBooks distribution, media content, support 
and development, Infographics, audio and video 
productions.

http://stergioultd.com 
publications@stergioultd.com

Streetlib.com 
Services Provided: The Streetlib Dashboard 
has everything you need to succeed in self-
publishing. All the tools are free to use and 
designed with simplicity in mind. They make it 
quick and easy to create, distribute, sell and 
print books all over the world. 

https://www.streetlib.com 
giac@streetlib.com
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Rethink Press
Services Provided: Author Publishing 
Packages, Classes and Courses, Design 
Distribution, Editorial, Production

Rethink Press offers high quality, professional 
author services (writing coaching, manuscript 
review & edit, cover design, typeset) and  
a range of publishing packages.

We specialise in business and self- 
development non-fiction, and niche fiction, but 
have also published cooking, travel, inspiration 
and poetry books.

We run workshops and courses on getting your 
book (whatever genre) written and published.

www.rethinkpress.com 
lucy@rethinkpress.com

Vervante
Services Provided: Vervante help you create 
books that share your message, inspire your 
audience and enrich your life without the high 
cost and stress of traditional publishing. You 
retain total control of your work, while we provide 
competitive pricing, custom quotes, and a fast, 
easy way to create, produce, sell and ship your 
books and eBooks. Your book. Your way.

www.Vervante.com 
customerservice@vervante.com

Whitefox Publishing Services
Services Provided: Services Provided: project 
management, consultancy, content creation, 
editing, translation, digital services, marketing 
and PR, sales and distribution, internal and 
cover design, printing and production

Whitefox provide publishing services 
for writers, publishers and brands. Whether 
you’re after full project management of your 
publishing project, or you need a specific, vetted 
service tailored to your needs, we will use our 
network of over 1500 publishing professionals to 
provide support of the highest standard. We can 
assist with everything from strategic direction at 
the earliest stage through to editorial, design, 
copywriting, typesetting, ebook formatting, 
marketing, publicity and distribution.

www.wearewhitefox.com 
info@wearewhitefox.com

York Publishing Services
Services Provided: Author  
Publishing Packages

We provide all the services to help authors 
publish books and ebooks, from proofreading, 
book covers, book design and ebook files, to 
printing, book distribution and book marketing. 
If you want book distribution, a blog set up, a 
press release, an app or just specialist hand-
binding for your memoir, we can do that, too.

www.yps-publishing.co.uk

Throughout the directory, any exclusive offers 
and discounts for ALLi members will be listed  
in the service provider’s overview. 

Similarly, ALLi members can find selected 
discounts from our Partners by accessing the 
members area on the ALLi site. Offers range 
across the spectrum of author services, helping 
you to make your budget go further. 

Although it goes without saying “you get what you 
pay for”, don’t be afraid to experiment with some 
of the complimentary services on offer. Some 
emerging platforms will offer free trials and we 
encourage you to explore new possibilities at  
no risk or cost.

As indie authors, we are always experimenting, 
adding and subtracting from our existing 
knowledge of what works for our books and our 
readers. That means selecting services you feel 
comfortable with, and you believe fit with the 
overarching goals for your book. 

Find a range of discounts and deals at  
https://www.allianceindependentauthors.
org/members/discounts-deals

DEALS & DISCOUNTS
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By John Doppler, ALLi Watchdog
Popular advice states that in any publishing 
relationship, money should flow toward the 
author. It’s easy to see how that applies in the 
case of notorious vanity presses like Author 
Solutions, Austin Macauley, and Outskirts 
Press, companies with a reputation for 
extracting as much money from authors’ pockets 
as possible.

But the takeaway for some authors is that 
paying for any publishing service is inherently 
bad. That’s emphatically not the case.

When should you pay to publish your book, and 
how does the “money flows toward the author” 
rule apply?

A La Carte Services
The term “self-publishing” is a bit of a 
misnomer. Few people have the aptitude and 
experience to handle every aspect of a book’s 
production, and so most authors rely on outside 
help, whether that’s hiring an editor, a cover 
designer, a marketing service, a distributor, or 
other service.

For money to flow toward the author doesn’t 
mean that you should never pay someone as 
part of your book’s production; it only means 
that those services must be cost effective and 
add to the author’s bottom line.

Authors must be confident that money 
invested will return in the form of sales.

A la carte services can be essential to 
maximizing your book’s sales. It easiest to 
see the value of these services when they 
are part of an isolated transaction: you pay a 
company x, you receive y, and then determining 
whether you received value for your purchase 
is straightforward. If the work pays for itself in a 
reasonable time, then money is flowing toward 

the author, and you have received value for 
your investment.

Publishing Packages
A full-service publishing package carries a 
daunting price tag, and should provide a level 
of service that justifies the cost. Before you 
invest your money, look for evidence of other 
successful books the company has produced. 
Are they selling well? Do they have ample 
reviews? Have they reached and sustained a 
relatively high sales rank on Amazon?

Don’t purchase a publishing package without 
a clear idea of how many copies of your 
book you’ll need to sell to recoup the cost, 
and evidence that you’ll be able to do so in a 
reasonable time. If most of a company’s books 
are tumbling into the bottomless pit of obscurity, 
can you trust them to elevate yours?

All-in-one publishing packages are frequently 
padded with high-cost, low-value fluff, which 
complicates the task of evaluating whether a 
package is worth your investment. Watch out for 
items like:

• ISBN numbers. These should be owned 
by the self-publishing author, and they 
are obtainable directly from registrars 

Money Should Flow 
to the Author
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like Bowker (in the US) and Nielsen (in 
the UK).

• Copyright filing. Authors selling in 
the US can register a formal copyright 
online for a $35 fee, in under 15 minutes. 
Yet companies may charge hundreds of 
dollars for this service, then hide the cost 
among the rest of the publishing package 
services.

• Inclusion in catalogs and websites. Few 
services have the reach and fan base to 
promote your book this way, particularly 
an obscure small press or relatively 
unknown service provider. But keep in 
mind that quantity isn’t everything: the 
ultimate goal of any marketing is not just 
to reach large numbers of people, it’s to 
reach that specific audience most likely to 
buy your book. 3 million Twitter followers 
won’t make a difference to your book’s 
sales if those followers are not interested 
in your genre — or are spammers and 
bots looking for a “follow back”.

If the publishing package you’re considering 
is holding these services up as valuable 
considerations, reflect on how much of the fee 
can be broken into discrete services whose 
value you know. You may be better served by 
a la carte services where you can shop for 
the best value, and know exactly what those 
services are costing you.

These services may be a useful 
investment in the production 
of your book, but being able 
to determine whether money 
is indeed flowing back to the 
author is the key to separating 
a good service from a 
substandard one.

Pay-to-Publish Schemes
Readers pay little attention to the publisher or 
the imprint of the books they select. Factors like 
cover appeal, description, and reviews carry 
far more weight than the publisher’s name, 
particularly a smaller imprint that’s not widely 
recognized.

Under no circumstances should an author 
pay solely for the right to be published under 
an imprint. This is the essence of vanity 
publishing, and a key difference between a 
contracted self-publishing service provider 
and a publisher. Whereas a service provider 
is simply performing a service for payment, 
publishers have a greater responsibility for the 
works they issue.

If the ability to pay is the primary criteria 
used to determine whether someone will 
be published under an imprint, then that 
publisher cannot make any claim to the 
prestige of their imprint.

And if they are curating what they publish on 
the basis of profitability, and are confident in 
the success of the book, why are they also 
demanding that the author pay?

Which brings us to our final category…
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Subsidy/Hybrid Publishing
Subsidy publishing, also known as hybrid 
publishing, claims to offer the benefits of 
traditional publishing arrangements, but requires 
the author to pay some or all of the publishing 
costs. In theory, the author receives a greater 
percentage of royalties in compensation.

Because there are countless bad actors 
attempting to reframe vanity publishing 
as “hybrid publishing”, the ALLi Watchdog 
Desk advises extreme caution when presented 
with this type of arrangement. There are 
reputable hybrid publishers and small presses 
operating this way, but distinguishing this ethical 
minority from the exploitative majority can be a 
challenge.

The ALLi Watchdog’s 
chief concern about hybrid 
publishing is that it can 
disproportionately shift the 
burden of risk onto the author 
without compensation.
In traditional publishing, the publisher bears 
the responsibility for ensuring that a book is 
profitable. They undertake the cover design, 
the editing, the production, the distribution, 
and other publishing responsibilities, and keep 
most of the book’s sales as compensation. If 
the publisher fails in their responsibilities and 
the book does not sell, the publisher takes a 
loss. They have a strong incentive to ensure the 
success of the book.

In self-publishing, third-party service providers 
are responsible only for delivering the services 
they were contracted to perform. Those 
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transactions are clear-cut, and the provider’s 
obligation generally ends once the service has 
been delivered. The author retains control of 
the process and bears the responsibility for the 
success of the book. They reap the rewards 
of this investment in the form of much greater 
royalties.

In hybrid publishing arrangements, the author 
pays the publisher up front, and thereby 
assumes nearly all the risk. If the publisher 
fails to deliver on their promises, and the book 
does not sell, it’s the author that bears the cost 
and the loss. Worse, the publisher already has 
their profit in hand, and has that much less 
incentive to invest in the book’s success. And 
to cap it off, many hybrid publishers also retain 
a significant chunk of the royalties. The author 
is financing the production of the book and 
absorbing the risk, just as they would in self-
publishing, but is giving up a measure of control, 
sacrificing royalties, and may not receive value 
commensurate with the risk they’re undertaking.

Hybrid publishing is an important example 
of why “money flows toward the author” is 
a crucial guideline. In traditional publishing, 
that assurance in built into the contract — 
money either flows from the customer to the 
publisher to the author, or it doesn’t flow at 
all, and the publisher’s profit is dependent on 
selling the book. But in hybrid publishing and 
self-publishing services, there is no guarantee 
built into the arrangement, and a one-way 
flow of cash from the author is a real and 
omnipresent danger.

The author must take great care to verify 
that money flowing away from them will 
return, multiplied.

For a discussion of the good and 
bad sides of hybrid publishing, see 
our interview with Brooke Warner.
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Courses and Coaching
E-Book Revolution 
Services Provided: My name is Emily Craven, 
and I’m an author just like you. My website will 
give you insights into writing, marketing and 
publishing strategies relevant to making your 
book a success. Our books and courses will 
help you get started and supercharge your 
digital publishing rocket.

https://ebookrevolution.com.au/  
emily@ebookrevolution.com.au

New Shelves Books   
Services Provided: New Shelves Books 
offers training, guidance, and services to self-
published and other authors, small presses, and 
independent publishers. Our training programs, 
consulting options, educational materials and 
one-on-one services will help you make the best 
publishing choices for you and your book?

http://www.newshelves.com/  
info@newshelves.com

Your Author Engine    
Services Provided: Take control of your author 
career... then take it to the next level. Our step-
by-step screen flow courses are perfect for 
guiding you through doing the work for yourself 
and will open your eyes to a whole new level of 
professionalism in running your author business 
and creating an online presence.

your-author-engine.teachable.com   
melissa@yourauthorengine.com



Welcome
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AuthorWebsiteCentral.com  
Services Provided: We make professional 
author websites designed to grow your business 
and empower our client authors. Every author 
website we delivery comes with in-depth video 
training, personal support and a commitment 
that we will make your site the best it can be. In 
fact, we’ll treat your website as if it was one of 
our own.

https://authorwebsitecentral.com/                                                                               
https://authorwebsitecentral.com/contact/

Foreword Reviews  
Services Provided: Foreword Reviews is 
dedicated to the “art” of book reviewing. To 
simply put it, we love to discover great books 
that others haven’t. We want to help readers find 
the indie books that are just too damn good to 
put down. So if you’ve crafted a great story, let 
us help you connect it with audiences around 
the world.

https://www.forewordreviews.com/  
victoria@forewordreviews.com

Hobthross Ltd.  
Services Provided: Rachel Willmer’s 
consultancy company. I’ve been building new 
technology for 30 years. I bring technical, 
management and commercial experience 
(developer, speaker, founder).

I am a problem-solver, with a bias for action. 
Let’s figure out what the problem really is, figure 
out the best solution, and then get it done.

https://hobthross.com/  
rachel@hobthross.com

Lori Hetherington  
Translation Services 
Services Provided: Since 1992 I work as 
a translator, proofreader, proofreader and 
linguistic consultant, collaborating with 
individuals, companies, academic and research 
institutions and public bodies.

I offer translation from Italian to English, revision 
of texts translated, evaluation of manuscripts, 
preparation for editorial proposals, linguistic 
advice, ebook creation and voice-over in English 
for educational or advertising films.

lhetheringtontranslation.com/english-version/  
l.hetherington@tin.it

Publica
Services Provided: Publica is an evolutionary 
publishing platform using blockchain and 
cryptocurrency technology to innovate in how 
books are funded, distributed, bought and read.

https://publica.com/  
info@publica.com

RN Permissions   
Services Provided: RN Permissions provides 
a service to clear third party copyright material 
for use within new publications. This covers 
educational titles such as school books, English 
Language Teaching books, Higher Education 
books along with trade books, exam titles, digital 
resources and study guides. 

http://www.rnpermissions.co.uk/  
rachel@rnpermissions.co.uk

The Wishing Shelf Independent  
Book Awards   
Services Provided: The Wishing Book Shelf 
Awards is a book award programme, run by 
authors for authors. We offer honest, in depth 
judging and comprehensive feedback to 
author applicants. Our entry fees are low and 
affordable and finalists are awarded certification. 

http://www.thewsa.co.uk 
http://www.thewsa.co.uk/contact/

Writer’s Digest    
Services Provided: Writer’s Digest is the No. 
1 Resource for Writers, Celebrating the Writing 
Life and What it Means to be a Writer in Today’s 
Publishing Environment. 

www.writersdigest.com/  
www.writersmarket.com/ContactUs.aspx

Other Specific Services
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We hope you have found this directory of vetted services useful as  
you write, publish and sell your book. Please let us know your feedback 
on any self-publishing service, good or bad, by writing to watchdog 
John Doppler, john@allianceindependentauthors.org
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